1st Feb 2004

Geographical Expansion : Mahinda's  role in the spread of Buddhism in Sri Lanka found in her lecture notes. 

8th Feb 2004

Geographical Expansion : Last week, Sylvia said that lesson starting from this week will be more difficult compare to all her previous lessons. Look like it true from today’s lesson. (Implication: You must attend all her lesson in person). Today’s lesson is based mostly on her notes (lecture 12). This topic is a sure exam question. 2 examples are given in her notes. In addition, examiner may ask you :

1) Discuss hoe Maha Vihara is instrumental in protecting Theravada Buddhism in Sri Lanka.                                                                                                    2) Elucidate how Maha Vihara defended Theravada Buddhism in Sri Lanka. 

Please read ‘ History of Buddhism in Ceylon by Walpola Rahula, chapter 6 and 7. Important names to remember for this topic include:

Vattagamani Abhaya (VA) - (29 – 17 BC) – important period because : 1) all problems (political, religious and social) all happen at the same time that causes the breakdown in the social structure in Sri Lanka. 2) How VA favoured Abhayagiri over Maha Vihara that eventual led to the tension between the 2 sects and how politics and religion intertwined together.

Duṭṭhagamani – How he used Buddhism to rally his people to re-unify his kingdom.

Voharika-Tissa : (269 – 291AD) – How he started clearing up Abhayagiri

Gothabhaya (309 – 322 AD) – How his continued suppression of Abhayagiri led to the formaion od a new sect, Sagaliya at Dakkhinagiri

Mahasena (344 – 362 AD) – how his power as a secular head of religion was weakened by his acts against the Maha Vihara monks.

15th Feb 2004

Geographical Expansion
:
Today  lesson is on Myanmar and please refer to  her notes on lecture 13/14. Important points to remember for the exam for this lesson are : 1) Myanmar of the past is not the same  as Myanmar of today. 2) Before the Burman came to the scene, Buddhist practices were already been well established. 3) Archaeological evidence indicated Buddhist learning went beyond basic into the world of Abhidhamma and  meditation.   

Likely exam question will be : 1) What evidence is there to prove that there was a thriving Buddhist settlement/kingdom in Myanmar around the 1st to 10 AD?  2)Discuss how the “Mon” is instrumental to the spread of Buddhism in Myanmar     

22nd Feb 2004                   

Geographical Expansion
:
No lesson. 

29th Feb 2004

Geographical Expansion
:
Today lesson is still on Myanmar but the focus is on the Pagan. Refer to lecture notes 15 and 16. Important points to remember for the exam on this topic are : 1) Significant of King Anuraddha’s contribution to the expansion of Theravada Buddhism in Burma. 2) How Anuraddha forge a political and religious relationship with Sri Lanka’s king, Vijayabahu that help salvage Theravada Buddhism in Sri Lanka.

7th March 2004

Geographical Expansion :
Today lesson continue on Pagan, refer to notes on lecture 16/17.  Points to note are the few monks who left Pagan during its turmoil to Sri Lanka and eventually came back to propagate Theravada Buddhism. Chapata is one such monk and likely exam question ask is for you to write short notes on him. Also the split of Sihala Sangha and eventually the fall of Pagan.

14th March 2004

Geographical Expansion :
Today’s lesson is based on notes given for lecture 19. We cover Buddhist activities in 15th century lower Burma. Likely exam questions are :

1. Discuss the role played by Anawratha and Shin Arahanin in the propagation of Theravadin Buddhism in Myanmar.

2. Discuss the role played by Dhammaceti in the propagation of Buddhism in Myanmar.
3. Trace how Sighala Sangha was introduced in Myanmar. – answer: need to talk about Chapata and Sighala Sangha.
4. Discuss how interactions between Sri Lanka and Myanmar lead to the consolidation of Buddhism in both countries.
5. Show evidence how the interaction between Sri Lanka and Myanmar leads to the consolidation of Buddhism in both countries.
6. Show how the interaction between Sri Lanka and S.E.A led to the consolidation of Buddhism. (include Thailand0
7. Give archeological evidence of a thriving kingdom in the 8th century Myanmar.
Show evidence of a thriving kingdom in Ramaññadesa or Talaing

21st March 2004

Geographical Expansion :
No lesson as Sylvia Bey is sick and radiates loving kindness to her and hope that she recovers faster.

28th March 2004

Geographical Expansion : Today’s lesson is on 

1) Thailand and the Thais : Kingdom of Sukhot’ai (or Sukhodaya), please refer to her notes

2) Thai contact with Sri Lanka, please refer to her notes.

Important points to note on these two topic and likely exam question will be:

1) The kingdom called Sukhot’ai and its role in the expansion and consolidation of Buddhism in Thailand.

2) How Sihala Sangha made its way into Thailand.

3) How Buddhism become so strong in Thailand that when Sri Lanka needed to re-introduce uposatha they went to Thailand for help.

4th April 2004

Geographical Expansion :
Today lesson is based on her notes 1) Rise of Ayudhaya : Implications for Buddhism and 2) 17th – 18th  century Sri Lanka – restoring Buddhism. 

Important points to note about this topic are : what is the significant event during Ayudhaya period? – the problem in Sri Lanka = erosion of Buddhism to the extent of losing the Sangha e.g. monks were married and only function is custodian of Buddhist properties. This implies that further erosion will be the lost of the Dhamma. To prevent further erosion, we have Saranankara (must remember his name for exam) to revive Buddhism –the rest story is in her notes.

Need not to worry about the history of Ayadhaya and no need to remember all the kings mentioned here. What is important is how they (Ayudhaya period) help Sri Lanka to re-establish the sangha, uposatha, Sima house etc..

Exam on this topic is unlikely but if they ever ask you will be: Discuss how in the 17th or 18th century the interaction between the Sri Lanka and T’ai help in the resurrection of Buddhism in Sri Lanka.

25th April 2004

Geographical Expansion :
Today lesson is on Cambodia, please refer to her notes.

Unique features of Cambodia :

1) No kings can be found to be responsible for the spread of Buddhism in Cambodia, unlike the other neighboring countries.
2) Buddhism was never the legitimizing tool for power in Cambodia.
3) For several hundreds of years, Buddhism played a second fiddle to other religion in Cambodia.
4) Political elites and Kings were tolerance to Buddhism because it was not a threat.
5) Certain unique cultural traits never went away, for example a) ancestor worship b) animalism – the belief everything has a spirit
Laos – Sylvia don’t think this will come out as a full question, most likely you are require to write short notes.

Laos in the old days as in today is tiny “land-locked” country. That is it is sandwiched by its powerful neighbors, like China, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. Landlocked means that Laos is at the mercy of its neighbors as all its trades have to pass through the territories of its neighbors. Therefore Laos has to played “balanced” politics. History of Laos showed that she always has this problem. In the old days, had to deal with foreigners messing with its domestic affairs. 

In the 14th century, Buddhism was brought in by the Khmers. King Fa Ngum, also known as Pray Fa Num, implanted Theravada Buddhism. During the reign of Khmer King Jayavarman Parames’vara (1327 – 1353). Phi Fa, took his son, Fa Ngum, to seek refuge from Khmer King Jayavarman Parames’vara, after offending his father the Laos King Lang Chang. Fa Ngum was brought up in Cambodia by a Buddhist monk called Maha Pasaman Chao, who played an important role in propagating the Sihala Sangha in Sukhot’ai and the Mons. Eventually Fa Ngum went back to Laos to reclaim his throne with the help of Khmers King Jayavarman Parames’vara. Capital was called Luang Prabang, ancient capital of Laos.

Fa Ngum married Patames’vara’s daughter called Keo Lot Fa. Evidence of Keo inscription found relate how Fa Ngum asked his teacher to go back to Laos by bringing back Buddhist text and names of some teachers who went back besides Maha Pasaman Chao. This include Maha Deva Lankacao, Pra Maha Deva Lanka and Maha Nandipañña Cao. This implied they brought back Sihala Sangha to Laos.

Hence politically Laos was influence by the Khmers and spiritually she was established in Sihala Sangha. 

