1st Feb 2004

Early History : Dr Ng lesson on that day is based on her notes and are available for download now. She talk about Buddha 4 disciples ( Ananda, Sariputta, Maha Moggallana and Maha Kassapa) and any of them may be asked. For each of the disciple its better to answer according to this pattern " Family History" follow by " Ordination" follow by "Attainment" follow by "Roles" follow by "Special Features" follow by " Nibbana" 

8th Feb 2004

Early History : Today’s lesson is on “How Royal Patronage play an important role in the spread of Buddhism In India. It is a sure exam topic. The following are some examples of how the question will be phrased in the past years : 

1) Survey how the kings patronized Buddhism in Magdha and Kosala. (2002).                                                                                                                           2) Elucidate how kings patronize Buddhism during the lifetime of the Buddha (2001).                                                                                                            3) Examine how the monarch in India in the 6th century BC were instrumental in establishing and propagating Buddhism (1999).                                         4) Describe the royal patronage received for the propagation of Buddhism during the Buddha’s lifetime (1997).

Dr Ng asks those keen to come up with possible answers for the above and email to her at yuenyen@hotmail.com. Your answer should include name of places and kings; their contribution with reference to the 4 requisites and their influence on the Sangha’s order. Two examples are given in her notes : King Bimbisara of Magdha and King Pasenadi of Kosala. You should also include other major areas and their respective kings e.g. Avanti, Vajjian, Mallas, Sakyans and Vatsa. 

She went on to elaborate the two kings given in her notes for the rest of the lesson.

15th Feb 2004

Early History
:
For today lesson please read the book by Wickremesinghe titled “ The Biography of the Buddha”. Beside the very important factor of “Royal Patronage” that contributed to the spread of Buddhism, another factor that played an important role is those travelling “Merchants/Traders” and Lay devotee. Two examples are given in her notes, please refer to “Anathapindika” and “Visakha”.  Another group that played a role to the spread of Buddhism is the conversion of some respectable Brahmins and also those in the lower caste. Ample examples are found in the recommended reading.

Likely exam question on this lesson will be short notes on either “Anathapindika” or Visakha” On “Royal Patronage” the exam may be put indirectly. For example, “Make an attempt to identify the territories where Buddhism flourished during the lifetime of the Buddha. (Aug, 2003)

22nd Feb 2004

Early History
:
Lesson on Mahaparibbana, please refer to her notes.  Points to note in this lesson are the factors that that led to the formation of first council, which will be covered in details on next lesson.

29th Feb 2004

Early History
:
Today lesson is on 1st Buddhist council, please refer to her notes. You can download it at the “Early History” page. It’s a sure exam question. Points to note are : 1) Causes that led to the 1st Council; 2) Trial of Ven Ananda; 3) Content of 1st Budhhist Council. The following are some examples of past year exam questions on this topic : 1) (2003) - The 1st Buddhist Council is an event of great historicity. – Discuss. 2) (2001) – Examine the religious and historical significance of the 1st Buddhist Council. 3) (2000) – The 1st Buddhist Council was an inevitable natural event – Give reasons to justify this statement. 4) (1999) – Show how the deliberation of the 1st Buddhist Council pave the way for the systematic arrangement of the Buddha’s sermon. 5) (1998) – Examine the historical significant of the 1st Buddhist Council. 6) (1997) – Describe the measures taken at the 1st Buddhist Council for the preservation of the Buddhist teachings.

7th March 2004

Early History : 
Dr Ng lesson kick off by repeating the importance of the 1st Buddhist Council and important points to notes about it. Causes of the 1st Buddhist Council or its great historicity. Three important aspects of the 1st Buddhist council you must know are: 1) Why 1st Buddhist Council –why want to preserved the Vinaya and Suttas? – due to the Mahaparinibbāna of Buddha  and many other reasons found in your notes. Why choose Upali for Vinaya and Ananda for Suttas? What is the outcome of the meeting eventually? 2) Trial of Ānanda – a) lesser and minor rules. b) Female ordination. 3) Brahma Danda of Channa – instrument to control misbehavior of monks.

Next the lesson focus on 2nd Buddhist Council, please refer to your notes available in this website. The whole council is about dispute over Vinaya Rules. The results of the Council are :

1) 10 permissible acts of the Vajjian are avinaya

2) Literature of the Theravada  is compiled – 9 parts of Buddha’s dispensation (Navanga satthu sasana)

3) Vajjian monks initially accepted the outcome of the 2nd Buddhist Council but later rejected it and formed their group called Mahasanghika and held their own council with 10,000 monks. This became the first great schism of Buddhist Sangha 100 years after the mahaparinibbāna of the Buddha. This is the major split led to the rise of 2 sects : Theravada and Mahayana.

4) Mahadeva weakened the ideal of Arahant by putting up 5 points.

5) Ideals of Bidhisattva.

6) Mahasanghika own literature written in Sanskrit – must remember what are they.

Past year exam questions

1) 2003 – Write an exposition of the causes that lead to the 2nd Buddhist Council.

2) 2001 – Assess the trustworthiness of the account of the 2nd Buddhist Council as reported in the Cullavagga Pali.

3) 2000 – Evaluate the roles of Sabbakamin,Yasa and Rewata in the context of events connected with the 2nd Buddhist Council.

4) 1999 – Examine the authenticity of the Pali records regarding the causes that lead to the 2nd Buddhist Council.

5) 1997 – Examine the causes that lead to the 2nd Buddhist Council.

14th March 2004
Early History : 
Today’s lesson is on Mahasanghika School, please refer to her notes. For a more detailed account on this topic you can read :

1) Buddha + five centuries – Sukumar Dutt (chapter 9) – Sects and Schools

2) Buddhist Sects in Indai – Nalinakaha Dutt

Past year exam questions :

1) 2003 – Write an account of the origin and development of the Mahasanghika school of Buddhism.

2) 2000 – Write an account of the origin and development of the Mahasanghika school or Sarvastivada school.

3) 1999 – Assess the impact of the emergence of diverse schools on Buddhist philosophy.

4) 1998 – Write a short account of the origin of the Mahasanghika school and explain its fundamental doctrines.

This topic may or may not be asked in this year exam but topics on Royal Patronage, First three Buddhist Councils and King Asoka are sure questions

21st March 2004

Early History :
Refer to notes given on the 18 Buddhist schools. Lesson today is based on her notes. After going through her notes, she discuss the counter-arguments against Mahadeva’s 5 points. The 1st split of the Gotama Savaka Sangha as recorded in the 2nd Buddhist Council is due mainly to the dispute in Vinaya rules and the differences in Dhamma as argument put forth by Mahadeva. 

To understand the counter-arguments in the right perspective let us recalled what are the qualities of an Arahant. An Arahant has eradicated the following:

1) Self _illusion

2) Doubts

3) Indulgence in wrongful rites and rituals

4) Sense-desire

5) Hatred

6) Attachment to Ruparaga

7) Attachment to Aruparaga

8) Conceit

9) Restlessness

10) Ignorance

Counter-arguments

1) Arahant has eradicated sense desire so cannot be subjected to tempatation 

2) Arahant has eradicated self-illusion so he will know for sure whether he is an Arahant or not.

3) Arahant has eradicated doubts and will not have doubts on matter of doctrine.

4) Buddha said when he passed on the Vinaya and Dhamma is the guide and no leader teacher is needed. Hence one can be an Arahant without a physical person as a teacher.

5) Bodhisatta ideal – According to the Mahasanghika school, a Bodhisatta can go to lower realms to save beings. Bodhisatta path is to save all sentient beings before becoming a Buddha out of great compassion

· Vow to save all beings – Historically there was a Buddha. At his Parinibbana, the reactions are varied. Some were calmed as they have realized, some cried and some were happy. This showed that there were beings who have not realized during the time of Buddha’s Parinibbana. Then how  can Bodhisatta save all sentients beings when this cannot be done when Buddha was alive?

· Out of compassion – Buddha has to strive first before teaching others. As an Enlightened one then able to tell and teach the Truths. If Bodhisatta has to hang on to enlightenment in order to save others, then there will be some knowledge that he has not realized. So how can a Bodhisatta teach others when he is not fully realized. If one is not pure, how can one teach purification? In addition, need to balance wisdom and compassion and not to go for the extreme.

· “I” concept – For the Bodhisatta path there is a “I” concept as I, the Bodhisatta wants to save all sentients beings.

· Dangers of Bodhisatta path – mind of Bodhisatta path is always to save all sentient beings, there is the “clinging” of wanting to come back to samsara again and again. In Tibetian tradition, this vow is so strong that Lamas is being recognized in the next birth. How to have a correct attitude towards the Bodhisatta ideal? – use them as symbols to help us in our cultivation. Example Kuan Yin as compassion.

6) Buddha only become omniscient after enlightenment and not before as he was born a human, but Mahasanghika school said Buddha was born omniscient.

7) Mahasanghika said the Buddha know everything but Buddha only know when he contemplated on the object.

8) Mahasanghika said Buddha can exist in different bodies at the same time. This is deitifying Buddha as a human. This counter-argument is same as omniscient explanation.

9) Yogacara Vinnana – believe that consciousness is seeded with mental thoughts. Only when mental thought fall apart then we can have true self. This is a incorrect way of understanding consciousness as explained in the Law of Dependent Origination.

10) Clinging to Rites and Ritual is against the teachings of Buddha.

In conclusion, Elder Moggaliputta Tissa declared the Theravadin as the main path and the rest as schismatic sects.

4th April 2004

Early History : The 3rd Buddhist Council

Her lecture is based fully on her notes. Please refer to her notes (yet to be given) 

It is about the controversy of the Dhamma. The result of the 3rd Buddhist council is the Book called “Kathavattu” – which contain 500 points of unorthodox views and 500 point to point rebuttal of the orthodox views. Hence the 3rd Buddhist council upholds the Theravada views and classifies the rest as schismatic views.

Important about this topic is to memorize the names of the missionaries sent out by King Asoka, especially the mission to Sri Lanka.

Likely exam questions:

2003 – Examine the contribution that the 3rd Buddhist council made to internationalize Buddhism.

The rest of the exam questions are found in the printed notes photocopied by Anne.

25th April 2004

Early History : Today lesson is based entirely on her notes on King Asoka, which is found in the “Early History” page. This is a very important topic and from the way she deliver her lesson, it should be a sure question.

Special Updates for lesson on 13 June 2004

Early History by Dr Ng

She went through the exam questions set by her today. 

1) Explain how Buddha’s teachings differ from the contemporary teachers of his time.

Answer:

Other teachings: explain 

1a) eternalism – Brahmanism – Creator God; Nigantha –cosmic soul unites with individual soul; Jains – purify soul to rejoin cosmic soul.

1b) Nihilism – only this existence.

Buddhist teaching – the middle path – no Creator God; No soul but only elements – Tilakkhana

1) Kamma – other religion = Nigantha – must torture body to purify kamma; Buddhist – kamma is only one of the five Nikayas, not the sole determinant, also present effort is important.

2) Purification – other religion = through self-mortification; Buddhist – Noble Eightfold Path – no rites and ritual or self-mortification or no external God can help.

2) Elucidate how Buddha’s supporters patronize and help the spread of Buddhism.

In terms of tangibles :

Royal patronage – provide requisites and encourage its citizens

Lay supporters – millionaire like Anathapindika

In terms of intangibles:

King Bimbisara – intro uposatha day and no army deserters can join Sangha

King Suddhodana must ask parent permission before sons can join Sangha

3) Describe the formation and development of Bhikkhu order during the lifetime of the Buddha

Formation of Bhikkhu order :

a) Ordination process – describe how it changes over time

b) Development of the 10 questions

c) 4 requisites – how it changes – food, clothes, lodging and medicine.

d) Vinaya rules – how rules develop over time

4) Describe the formation of Bhikkhuni order and obstacles faced by them at the society then.

Difficulties –

a) Patriachial society – weaker sex; protected at home; distraction to males –sinful; sudras –low class.

b) Safety – need to go forest to meditate – dangerous, may get killed or raped

c) Problem of accommodation – 

Describe how they are form – a) Mahapajapati – request and its refusal and b) Ven Ananda interception and c) the 8 difficult rules for them

5) The first Buddhist Council was inevitable. Explain.

a) No successor; Errant monks; No writing; No single source of teaching; memory still fresh.

b) Describe the Procedure of how the council is being conducted

c) Trial of Ven Ananda – focus on the lesser and minor rules

d) Punishment of Channa – guidelines of the Buddha on how to manage errant monks

Conclusion – show that council is democratic.
