What is meant by declension a noun?

Drop or replace the last letter of a noun with one of the 8 cases, given on page 4.

e.g. Nara where a is being replaced by one of the 8 cases.

When to use which of the 8 cases in declining a noun ending with an “a”.
Eight cases:

Nominative
:
use this when the word to decline is the subject of the 

sentence.

e.g. the horse stands on the rock. 

Horse is the subject of the sentence.

Assa is the stem or root word in Pali for horse

After declension, Assa becomes Asso.

This is an example where the subject is singular
a is replaced by o

If the subject is plural, “horses” 

e.g. Horses stand on the rock.

Assa in nominative plural after declension is Assā

This is an example where the subject is plural

a is replaced by ā

Accusative
:use this when the word to decline is the direct object of the verb in the sentence.

e.g. Merchant sells lamp. 

Lamp is the direct object of the verb in this sentence.

Dīpa is the stem in Pali for lamp.

After declension Dīpa becomes Pīpaŋ

This is an example where the direct object is singular

ŋ is added.

If the direct object of the verb is plural

e.g. Merchants sell lamps.

Dīpa in accusative plural after declension is Dīpe

This is an example where the direct object is plural
a is replaced by e

Instrumental
: use this when you see such words “by”, “with” and “through” appear in the sentence. They denotes an agent or instrument “by which” or “with whom” or “through what” 

e.g. the monkey plays “with the pig”.

“with” in this sentence, is the case for instrumental declension.

Varāha is the stem in Pali for pig.

After declension “with the pig” becomes varāhena

This is an example where the noun, “pig” is singular
a replaced by ena

If the noun to be declined is plural

e.g. The monkeys plays “with the pigs”.

After declension “with the pigs” becomes 

varāhebhi or varāhehi

This is an example where the noun is plural
a is replaced either by ebhi or ehi
Dative
:
use this when you see “to” or “for” appear in the 

sentence.

‘to” or ‘for” denotes giving something to someone or for 

someone.




e.g. A boy gives food “to the dog”.




“to” in this sentence is a case for dative declension.




Sunakha is the stem in Pali for dog.

After declension, “to the dog” becomes 

Sunakhāya or Sunakhassa.

In this example where the noun is singular

ssa is added or a is replaced by āya



If the noun to be declined is plural




e.g A boy gives food “to the dogs”.




After declension, “to the dogs” becomes Sunakhānaŋ




In this example where the noun is plural




a is replaced by ānaŋ
Ablative of

Separation
:
Use this when you see “from” appears in the sentence.

“from” denotes separation from something or someone.

e.g. The birds “from the tree”.

“from” in this sentence is a case for ablative of separation declension.




Rukkha is the stem in Pali for tree.

After declension, “from the tree” becomes 

Rukkhā or Rukkhamhā or Rukkhasmā
In this example where the noun is singular

mhā or smā is added or a is replaced by ā



If the noun to be declined is plural




e.g The birds “from the trees”.




After declension, “from the trees” becomes 

Rukkhebhi or Rukkhehi



In this example where the noun is plural




a is replaced by ebhi  or ehi
Genitive or

Possessive
:
use this when you see “of” appear in the sentence.

“of” denotes possession of something

e.g. The villages “of the king”.

“of” in this sentence is a case for genitive or possessive declension.




Bhūpāla is the stem in Pali for king.

After declension, “of the king” becomes Bhūpālassa.

In this example where the noun is singular

ssa is added.




If the noun to be declined is plural




e.g The villages “of the kings”.




After declension, “of the kings” becomes Bhūpālānaŋ




In this example where the noun is plural




a is replaced by ānaŋ
Locative
:
use this when you see “on” or “in” appear in the 

sentence. 

“on” or “in” denotes location on or in something or 

somewhere

e.g. The birds “on the tree”.

“on” in this sentence is a case for locative declension.




Rukkha is the stem in Pali for tree.

After declension, “on the tree” becomes 

Rukkhe or Rukkhamhi or Rukkhasmiŋ
In this example where the noun is singular

mhi or smiŋ is added or a is replaced by e



If the noun to be declined is plural




e.g The birds “on the trees”.




After declension, “on the trees” becomes 

Rukkhesu



In this example where the noun is plural




a is replaced by esu

Vocative
:
use this when you see “O” appear in the sentence




“O” denotes calling or addressing someone




For singular vocative either no change to the word a is 

replaced by ā



For plural vocative declension a is replaced by ā

Declension of Nouns





Singular


Plural

Nominative


o



ā

Accusative


ŋ



e

Instrumental

ena



ebhi or ehi

Dative


āya or ssa


ānaŋ

Ablative of

Separation


ā or mhā or smā

ebhi or ehi

Genitive or

Possessive


ssa



ānaŋ

Locative


e or mhi or smiŋ

esu

Vocative


a or ā



ā

Conjugation of Verbs

Indicative, Present Active Voice





Singular



Plural
3rd person


ti




nti

2nd person


si




tha

1st person


āmi




āma

Singular 3rd person : 

e.g. Man sees the sun = Naro suriyaŋ passati
“man” in this sentence is 3rd person

The stem in Pali for Man is Nara, for Sun is Suriya and for Sees is  Passati

Plural 3rd person :

e.g. Men see the sun = Narā suriyaŋ passanti

Singular 2nd person :

e.g. thou sees the sun = Tvaŋ suriyaŋ passasi
Plural 2nd person :

e.g. you see the sun = Tumhe suriyaŋ passatha

Singular 1st person :

e.g. I see the sun =  Ahaŋ suriyaŋ passāmi

Plural 1st person :

e.g. We see the sun = Mayaŋ suriyaŋ passāma
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