Special Updates for lesson on 13 June 2004

Early History by Dr Ng

She went through the exam questions set by her today. 

1) Explain how Buddha’s teachings differ from the contemporary teachers of his time.

Answer:

Other teachings: explain 

1a) eternalism – Brahmanism – Creator God; Nigantha –cosmic soul unites with individual soul; Jains – purify soul to rejoin cosmic soul.

1b) Nihilism – only this existence.

Buddhist teaching – the middle path – no Creator God; No soul but only elements – Tilakkhana

1) Kamma – other religion = Nigantha – must torture body to purify kamma; Buddhist – kamma is only one of the five Nikayas, not the sole determinant, also present effort is important.

2) Purification – other religion = through self-mortification; Buddhist – Noble Eightfold Path – no rites and ritual or self-mortification or no external God can help.

2) Elucidate how Buddha’s supporters patronize and help the spread of Buddhism.

In terms of tangibles :

Royal patronage – provide requisites and encourage its citizens

Lay supporters – millionaire like Anathapindika

In terms of intangibles:

King Bimbisara – intro uposatha day and no army deserters can join Sangha

King Suddhodana must ask parent permission before sons can join Sangha

3) Describe the formation and development of Bhikkhu order during the lifetime of the Buddha

Formation of Bhikkhu order :

a) Ordination process – describe how it changes over time

b) Development of the 10 questions

c) 4 requisites – how it changes – food, clothes, lodging and medicine.

d) Vinaya rules – how rules develop over time

4) Describe the formation of Bhikkhuni order and obstacles faced by them at the society then.

Difficulties –

a) Patriachial society – weaker sex; protected at home; distraction to males –sinful; sudras –low class.

b) Safety – need to go forest to meditate – dangerous, may get killed or raped

c) Problem of accommodation – 

Describe how they are form – a) Mahapajapati – request and its refusal and b) Ven Ananda interception and c) the 8 difficult rules for them

5) The first Buddhist Council was inevitable. Explain.

a) No successor; Errant monks; No writing; No single source of teaching; memory still fresh.

b) Describe the Procedure of how the council is being conducted

c) Trial of Ven Ananda – focus on the lesser and minor rules

d) Punishment of Channa – guidelines of the Buddha on how to manage errant monks

Conclusion – show that council is democratic.

Basic Doctrines By Ven Gnanarama ( Ven Pemaloka is at the World Buddhist Convention)

Here are the likely questions for basic Doctrine:

1) The Four Noble Truths – how are they related to each other?

2) Explain what is craving – atittio loko tanhādāso

atitto = unsatisfactory

loko = world

tanha = craving

dāso = slave

3) What is the different between Buddhist teaching of Kamma and Detereminism?

4) “Kammaŋ satte vibhajati yadidaŋ hīnappanītatā” in Cūla Kamma Vibhanga Sutta (Majjhima Nikaya).

 Kamma = volitional action.

Satta = being

Vibhajati = divide

Yadidaŋ = namely

Hīna = low

Panītatā = hide

5) Explain Dependent Origination.

6) Why Buddhism is called a gradual path of training?

7) Examine the Buddhist world view in the three characteristics of existence.

8) Explain the Five precepts and its social significance.

9) Wrote short notes of the following:

a) attakilamathānuyoga

b) kāmasukhallikānuyoga

c) Nīvarana

d) Dasa Kusala (10 meritorious deeds)

e) Three evils roots – Lobha, Dosa and Moha

10) What is the role of oneself in Buddhism? Attāhi attanā nātho ( certainly he is Lord of oneself).

Pali by Ven Gnanarama 

Here are some of the likely questions for our exam.

1) Dhammapada – versus 33, 34, 39, 42, 43, 45, 49, 50 and 53

2) Grammar – Declension of Nouns –

a) Masculine stem ending in a, i, ī

b) Feminine stem ending in ā and ī

3) Conjugation of Verbs in both Parassapada and Attanopada for

a) Potential Mode

b) Present Tense

4) Describe the formation of Absolutives

__________________________________________________________________________

This is my input for the Pali paper:  From past year paper, this is what I gather: 

Each question carries 20 marks. There are two parts and you must answer 5 questions, at least two questions from each Part. 

To past you must answer at least two questions well from each Part. <y suggestion is Dhammapada and Declension of Nouns.

In Part I – questions asked is usually 

1) Dhammapada

2) Jataka Tales

3) Johansson

Part II – Pali Grammar (about 5 questions)

4) Declension of Nouns – 1) Masculine; 2) Feminine

5) Conjugation of verbs – 

6) Absolutives

7) Next week

8) Next week

