Visakha

Foremost amongst Buddha’s female lay donors.

Born in Bhaddiya in the Country of Anga. Her father was the rich millionaire by the name of Dhananjaya and her mother was Sumana. Dhananjaya was son of the multi-millionaire, Mendaka of the city of Bhaddiya.

Meeting the Buddha

When she was seven, Buddha visited her hometown. Her grandfather, Mendaka requested her to welcome the Buddha with her 500 girl friends and 500 maidservants. At this first meeting, Buddha preached to her and her companions. She was able to win the first stage of sainthood with her 500 girlfriends. Mendaka, also attained Stream entry on listening to Buddha’s talk after alms on the following day.

Moving to Kosala

King Pasenadi of Kosala related to King Bimbisara by marriage of his sister to King Bimbisara,decided to request from Bimbisara for a multimillionaire to reside at Kosala. There were 5 multi millionaires in Rajagaha and none in Kosala.

Dhanajaya then moved to Kosala with his family and settled at Saketa

Influence on family members

The rich merchant, Migara of Savatthi was looking for a wife for his son, Punnavaddhana. The messengers sent by Migara were impressed by Visakha’s beauty and personality. This resulted in the marriage between Visakha and Punnavaddhana.

  Migara, her father in law was a follower of naked ascetics. One day, Visakha was instructed to worship the ‘sanctified ones’. On seeing the naked ascetics, she reviled them as fellows without any sense of shame. Migara was displeased with Visakha’s behaviour but unable to send her out of her household as she had a powerful family background.

 One day, while Migara was having his meal from his golden bowl, a Buddhist monk was seen standing at the door for alms. Migara ignored the monk and continued eating. Visakha, who was fanning her father-in-law told the monk, “ Pass on Sir, my father in law is eating stale food.” At this, Migara was furious and threatened to expel Visakha. She then requested for an investigation to prove her innocence or guilt. Visakha explained that by not giving alms to the monk, Migara was just consuming merits of past good deeds; and thus, eating stale food. Migara on realising his mistakes asked for Visakha’s forgiveness. She agreed on condition that she could invite Buddha and his monks to the house. Migara consented.

Migara heard Buddha’s sermon and attained the first stage of sainthood. He was so grateful to Visakha that he adopted her as his mother. From that time onwards, Visakha was referred to as Migaramata (Mother of Migara) On another occasion, her mother in law also attained to first stage of sainthood after listening to a sermon.

By her tact, wisdom and patience, she gradually succeeded in converting her husband’s household to a Buddhist one.

Migara gave Visakha a valuable golden ornament out of gratitude. One day, she left it in the monastery and decided not to have it any more. She wanted to sell it off but it was too costly to buy. Eventually she decided to redeem it with a cartload of money. Buddha advised her to build a monastery for monks at the Eastern gate.

With the money, she bought land and built a 2-storied building of 1000 chambers with advice from Venerable Moggallana. The monastery was named Pubbarama (Eastern Monastery). Buddha spent 6 rainy retreats here.

She asked for the following 8 boons, which were granted by the Buddha:

1. Bathing clothes to monks.

2. Meals to visiting monks

3. Meals to resident monks.

4. Food for sick monks

5. Food for those who attend to sick monks

6. Medicine to sick monks.

7. Gruel to monks.

8. Bathing garments to nuns.

Visakha was said to have 10 sons and 10 daughters and died at a ripe old age of 120 years.

