THIRTY-TWO CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BUDDHA

The Buddha has 32 special characteristics on his physical body. Those special marks appeared on His body because of the various meritorious deeds and ten perfections practiced by Him during His wanderings for many Kalpas (Aeons) in Samsara – cycle of birth and death. The Buddha has a wonderful personality, which other religious Teachers in the world never had. The complexion of the Buddha’s body is of golden hue. When He meditated on the Kasina devices, He radiated six colours from His body. If He wished to send His luminous body to a far place, He could do so. Sometimes, luminous pictures representing the Buddha preached the Dhamma to others.

Even during the younger days of Prince Siddhattha, some of the bodily marks were already seen. On the 5th day after the birth of Prince Siddhattha, the naming ceremony took place. 108 Brahmins were invited for the ceremony. Among them, the youngest Brahmin raised 1 finger, while the others raised 2 fingers. They said the special marks and predicted that He would definitely become a Buddha.

The Buddha’s personality is very great. Many people from far distances used to come to see Him everyday. Those who saw Him once, wanted to see Him again and again. Insatiable were their eyes. A great   number of people on seeing Him were very happy and were reborn in heaven (Devaloka). Not only by listening to His preaching, but seeing Him is very rare opportunity and a very good fortune.

The footprint of the Buddha

Once a Brahmin named Magandia was in search of the most handsome man to give away his most beautiful daughter in marriage. The girl interviewed many suitors like members of the royal family, sons of multi-millionaires and learned personalities. But the girl was not satisfied with those suitors. She found one or many mistakes in each of her suitors, condemned them and dismissed them disgracefully. One day, while the Brahmin was going out, he saw the most handsome man. At once, he thought that the man was suitable for his beautiful daughter. Then he told the Buddha, “Please wait here for a while, I have a beautiful daughter suitable for marriage to you.” The Brahmin went into his house and asked his wife to dress and make-up the girl quickly to go out with him. When they went out, they found the handsome man missing, but found footprint of the handsome man. While the Brahmin was searching for the man, his wife examined the footmarks of the person. As she was a specialist in reading bodily marks, she declared that “this man has eradicated passion and he does not like girls.” After a few minutes, the Buddha appeared again. Then the Brahmin took the girl and wanted to hand her over to the Buddha. Then the Buddha told them. “Having seen the 3 most beautiful daughters of Mara, I have no desire for sensual pleasure. For your girl, I have no desire even to touch her.” Then the Buddha preached the Dhamma to the large gathering there. Many became established in the Three Refuges (Tisarana) including the Brahmin and his wife.

According to the Maha Padana Sutta in Digha Nikaya (Collections of Long Sutas), the 32 Characteristics of the Buddha on English and Pali are as follows:-

1. Level Feet – Suppatitthita Pado

2. The Wheel Sign under the Feet – Hetthima Pada Talesu Cakkani

3. Long Soles – Ayata Panhi

4. Long Fingers – Digha Anguli

5. The hands and feet are smooth and tender – Mudu taluna hattha-pado

6. The fingers and toes are equal in length like a net – Jala hattha pado

7. Prominent ankles – Ussankha pado

8. The limbs are like those of an antelope – Eni Jangho

9. He can touch the knees with His hands without bending the body – Thitako, ubhohi ganitalehi jannukani parimajjati

10. The male organ is concealed in shealth – Kosohita vattha guyho

11. Golden hued skin – Suvanna vanno

12. Smooth skin – Sukkumacchavi

13. Single hair on each pore of the body – Ekeka lomo

14. Every hair of the body turns upwards – Ud-dhagga lomo

15. Body straight like the body of Brahma – Brahmujju gatto

16. Seven places of the body – 2 outer surface of the hands, two soles, two shoulders and the crown are well-fleshed and rounded – Sat-tussado

17. The front part of His body is like that of a lion – Siha pubbaddha kayo

18. The back of the body between His shoulders, well-filled up and flat – Citantaranso

19. His height and stretch of arms are equal – Nigrodha parimandalo

20. Evenly rounded neck – Sama vattakkhando

21. The finest quality of taste with the most delicate sense – Rasagga saggi

22. Jaws like those of a lion – Siha hanu

23. Forty teeth – Cattalisa danto

24. All the teeth are level – Sama danto

25. There are no holes or gaps between the teeth – Avivara danto

26. Pure and white teeth – Susukka danto

27. The tongue is large and tender – Pahuta jivho

28. Divine and melodious voice like that of a cuckoo bird – Brahmassaro karavikabhani

29. Blue eyes – Abhinila netto

30. Eye lashes are like those of a heifer – Go pakhumo

31. A white and tender curl between the eye brow – Unna bhamukantare jato

32. A fleshy protuberance on the crown – Unhisa siso

I have explained the 9 virtues of the Buddha in details, according to the commentaries in Pali. I kindly request you to read his booklet many times and digest it thoroughly. Whenever you pay homage to the Buddha, please remember its meanings so that your knowledge of the Buddha will be enriched and your confidence (Saddha) will be strengthened. If you meditate on “Buddhanussati” – recollection of the Buddha, you can enjoy peace, happiness, tranquility, concentration and good health in this life. I hope all of us will attain ultimate deliverance.
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