IMPORTANT EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF BUDDHA

FIRST AFFIRMATION

Thousands and thousands of aeons (kappa) ago, our Gotama Bodhisatta was born as a Brahmin child. His name was Sumedha. His parents died while he was young. He inherited a lot of gold and money from his parents and grandparents. When he grew up he thought, “Though my parents and grandparents collected so much of wealth, they did not take even one piece of gold coin, when they left the world. I must make good use of what they had left behind for me.”

Then he went to the king and said, “Great king, I do not like this household life. I want to be a hermit. I am not using the vast wealth, which I have inherited. Let the king accept this wealth and add to the royal treasury.” The king said, “I do not want your wealth, do whatever you like with it” Sumedha distributed his entire wealth among the poor and left to the Himalayan forest to lead a homeless life.

Hermit Sumedha strived hard and gained Jhanas and supernatural powers in no time. When he was traveling in the sky through his psychic powers, he saw the residents in the city of Ramma decorating the roads. He came down to the earth and said. “What are you doing? Why are you adorning the roads?” One of them said “Don’t you know? Buddha Dipankara has come to our city. He is going round for alms with a large number of bhikkhus. We are filling the muddy places and decorating the roads.”

Hermit Sumedha said, “Friends, please give me a part of the muddy road to fill with earth.” The town folks gave him a section. Even when the Buddha came and stopped at the place where Sumedha was working, he had not finished covering it. So he united his hair and spread the hair and the deerskin he had, over the mud and laid on it for the Buddha to walk on. While lying there, he thought, “May I be able to attain full enlightenment like this Buddha and be of service to mankind.”

Dipankara Buddha knew his wish and looked to the future to see whether his wish would come pass. He saw that Sumedha would become a Buddha by the name of Gotama. So he addressed the bhikkhus who were with Him and said, “This ascetic lying on the mud has made up his mind to be a Buddha like me. He will be a Buddha after a hundred thousand aeons (kappa) and four incalculable (asankheyya) years from now by the name of Gotama. Honor him as he is worthy of respect.” Hermit Sumedha was very happy and he started fulfilling perfections to be a Buddha. This was the first (Niyata Vivarana) affirmation. Later on twenty-three other Buddhas who followed Buddha Dipankara prophesized firmly that Gotama Bodhisatta would be a Buddha.

