COLOMBO Y.M.B.A – EXAMINTIONS ON THERAVADA BUDDHA DHAMMA (ENGLISH MEDIUM)

REVISED SYLLABUS EFFECTIVE 2004

Paper 1 (Dhamma)  - 1 ½ Hours

1. Important events in the life of Buddha from birth to Enlightenment

2. The 24 great qualities of the Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha

3. The history, reasons and results of the 3 Theravada Buddhist Councils (Sangayana)

4. Introduction to the Tipitaka, the names of books of the Sutta Pitaka, their main divisions, and names of commentaries

5. Different Types of Sila (Precepts)

6. Different types of Dana (Generosity)

7. Dasa Akusala Kamma (Ten Demeritorious Deeds) and Dasa Kusala kamma (Ten Good Actions)

8. Dasa Punyakriya (Ten Meritorious Deeds)

9. Mangala Sutta (Discourse in Blessings) – with meaning of each verse

10. Karaniya Metta Sutta (Discourse on Loving Kindness) – with meaning of each verse

11. An introduction to Dhammapada – verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 13, 14, 16, 21 and 37. These verses should be memorized and the meanings of each stanzas should be understood

Paper 1 (Abhidhamma)  - 1 ½ Hours

History of Abhidhamma

Notes of Books of Abhidhamma Pitaka and their commentaries

Differences of the contents of Sutta and Abhidhamma Pitaka

Differences between Paramasacca and sammuti sacca (Absolute and Apparent/Conventional realities)

The 4 absolute Realties – Paramatthas and Classification of Citta into 89 or 121 types

