concept 1: Sanskrit Festivals

by: Leena Mehendale

This is a proposal to arrange Sanskrit festivals once a year.

Organising agency: Sanskrit vishwa vidyalaya, Delhi

Duration : 1 st year - 3 days, ideally- 7 days.

Budget: Nearly 10 lakhs, against which additional 5 lakh can be expected from industrial sponsorships. The concept has been discussed with some industries which have shown interest.

Objectives: 

a] To attract common man towards Sanskrit :

 to speak, read, appreciate, explore the knowledge-base,  and participate in promotional          programs.

b] To attract talented, top ranking students in   different subjects to study the ancient knowledge in their own field of academic study  through the study of Sanskrit.

c] To provide a forum for experts in Sanskrit to share their expertise.

d] To prepare ground for more systematic dissemination  of  Sanskrit.

e] To facilitate the planning for inputting modern  studies in Sanskrit.

f] To provide a meeting ground for the lovers of Sanskrit.

Programs:

i) Stage performances in classical Sanskrit dramas,   dances, classical music, marshal arts.

ii) Competetions for school and college students,   in dramas, recitation, essay writing,

iii) Program of Antakshari in Sanskrit, including a similar program on TV.

iv) Quick courses, say 7 day course in spoken Sanskrit.

v) Exhibition of old manuscripts, etc.

vi)  Exhibition of old Vanshawalis from the records of "Pandas" of 

  various religious places eg Varanasi, Haridwar, Nashik, Prayag, Gaya etc.

vii)  Book fair

viii) Short courses on "samantra pooja vidhi"

ix) Sale of audio and video material in Sanskrit.

x) Release of small pamphlets to spread information on philosophical  and scientific concepts in Sanskrit.

xi) Show movies like "ADI SHANKARACHARYA", "SHAKARABHARANAM" etc.

Organising methodology: A core committee having representation of Vishwa vidyalaya, govt, scholars, industrialists, and media.

Time of preparation: 1st year, 6 months, later 4 months.

