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New hope for waste lands and dry lands of Central India: Randive pattern of Mango Plantation

 Facts:

1) In a recent function held in Min. of Agriculture GoI, 2nd prize was grabbed by a voluntary organisation DILASA.  from Aurangabad in Maharashtra. Among their multefarious activities for water shed management, major role is played by a new technique of dry-land mango plantation, that can be rightfully called "Randive pattern".

2) Central India has vast stretches of govt.-owned waste land as well as small patches of dry lands owned by small and marginal farmers and the low productivity of all this land is a matter of concern for all. The common feature of all these lands is that they are rocky, with little sub soil water and low rain-fall zone.

3) Govt spends huge budget for these lands, mostly for tree plantation, including fruit tree plantation. Still the problem has remained unresolved as no sufficient water can be provided.

4) Mr Randive (popularly called kaka) was an ordinary citizen, a graduate in humanities, who had inherited (and who later expanded) a mango orchard. When I visited it in 1981, there were nearly 200 trees with 65 different varieties. Such a collection is available perhaps only in the personal 

orchard of Nizam of Hyderabad. 

5) In his efforts to develop a seedless mango variety, kaka did lot of  experiments and finally stabilized his own pattern of dry land mango plantation which was totally fed on rain water. This has resulted in a far superior  survival rate, fruit yield and longitivity of the trees. Most important aspect is that it does not require extra watering for 3 years as all the govt. schemes do.
6) This technique, though very simple and logical, has some do's and dont's which are so different from govt technique that all the degree holders of agriculture universities ignored him on the ground that "he did not have a degree in agriculture." The farmers who understood the simplicity and logic

of his technique have used his method and guidance and have benefitted. One of them is Mr Mehar of village Kachchi-ghati near Aurangabad, an active member of  Dilasa.

7) Kaka toured and lectured in different parts of Maharashtra, such as Konkan  (west of Sahyadri) Kolhapur (southern tip), Marathwada (central part), and Vidarbha (north east) and there are farmers who adopted his method on small scales. This method requires some initial investment, which, although much less than the money required by govt method, nevertheless puts a financial 

constraint on farmers for taking up large scale plantation. On the other hand, govt, who is in a position to spend money and is actually spending it, does not use his technique as it is "not approved  by technical staff" who will not approve it because "kaka did not have a degree in agriculture".

This is  a sad commentry on our persuit of true knowledge.

Dream: It is now possible to dream of a scenario in which all the barren stretches of waste land will have a lush green cover of mango canopies. A few other varieties, especially cashew can also be tried. Kaka did this in one of his plantations in Andhra Pradesh. Kaka often used to quote the great saint and stalwart of Nath Sampradaya, Shri Chakradhar Swami of 6th century who had taken up mango plantation as a crusade in this part of the country. 

 Main technical differences in Randive pattern and the method used by the departments of agriculture and forest is that he uses in-situ method, grafting –on- site and high plantation density. 

The preface for one of his books on mango has been written by the well-known Dr. M.S. Swaminathan. Another agricultural scientist who agreed to his theory and supported him in his crusade is Dr. Varhade of Aurangabad.

The logic and details of his method can be discussed during the program.

