Chart 1 and 5 show the rates of conviction in various states in respect of rape and all crimes and their possible zoning. States of D zone namely, MP, Gujrat, Rajasthan, Chandigarh,  in west,  Tamil nadu, Kerala, Andhra  in south and Nagaland, Mizoram, in east show a wide gap between the overall conviction rate and that in respect of rape. Only Goa and Sikkim indicate a fairer availability of justice for women. The fact that these rates are equal in UP and conviction rates for rape are higher in Bihar, perhaps explodes a myth about them as one can feel that at least judiciary is giving a fair deal to women. Other states of A and B zone are those with a reasonably good conviction rate and especially with a favourable or comparable conviction rate for rape cases. Orissa, Maharashtra, West Bengal, and Karnatak give another surprise because of their low rates of conviction in general. All this suggests that a state and district level study of cases coming for trial and those disposed off is urgently needed.

This high pendency coupled with low rate of conviction in women related crimes largely indicate a need to have a fresh look at our justice delivery system. A simplistic solution is often suggested, namely, to increase the number of courts and judges. No debate is held on the role that the prosecution and defense lawyers as well as judges must fulfill in  avoiding the redundancies and falsehoods. All that is a subject matter for another article and another movement.

