Crime against Women: On comparing the rate of total crimes with the rate of six crimes committed against women (rape, kidnapping, dowry death, domestic violence, sexual harassment and molestation), West Bengal shows a surprising trend. Bengal is generally considered as one of the most progressive state with a tradition of better education and better respect for women.  Stalwarts like Raja Rammohan Roy, Swami Ram Krishna Pramhans, Vivekananda and Rabindranath Tagore have contributed to the typical Bengali mentality. The society respects a woman’s search for independent intelligent pursuits.  The rate of total crime is low  and so also is the rate of crime against women. Yet, the ratio of these six crimes against women to the total cognizable crimes is highest namely 9.9% for West Bengal.  These ratios for some other States are: Tripura 8.8, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh 8.3 and Assam 8.1 percent.  It could be argued that the insurgencies and tensions between different castes and sub-castes in Assam and Tripura are responsible for the higher rate of crime against women.  However, the reason for higher rate of crime against women in Bengal, Maharashtra and A.P. goes against the image of these being more progressive states.

· A comparison between the two is made on a scatter graph in Chart 2. States having higher crime rates of both types are MP, Delhi, Maharashtra, AP, Haryana, Himachal, J&K, Mizoram and Assam. However, the absence of evidence (of crimes) in many other states is not to be taken as an evidence of absence (of crime). No direct correlation is seen between over all crime rate and that of crimes against women.

· The scenario however, changes on comparing over all rate of crime with that of rapes. Chart 3 is a scatter graph showing  these two rates for all the 32 states and union territories. It visibly brings out a direct proportionality. Higher the rate of general crimes, higher the rape rate too. Hence increase in crimes should ring a bell among women activists as well as in government. Delhi, Rajasthan, MP, and Mizoram are the states with maximum crime rate along with highest rape rate. 

· How does Bihar appear to have a low rate of crime against women? Is it because of a large scale non- reporting?  A table showing 3 year data for the 6 types of crimes against women in 57 districts of erstwhile Bihar depicts that 460 out of 1026 boxes have a “zero” entry. This indicates that in those thanas police does not register crimes against women. Even in UP a similar table for earstwhile 68 districts show that 204 out of 1224 boxes have a “zero” entry. 

· Which State has maximum rate of crimes against women?  The first four States are Rajasthan (2106), MP (2089), Delhi (2000) and Maharashtra (1752 crimes per one crore population).  All other States have recorded less than 1400 crimes per one crore population against women.

After 50 years of independence, the country seems to have lost two major value systems.  Strength of character was a value associated with freedom movement which has been eroded from the public life after independence.  The efficiency of administration, especially of police in dealing with crimes and criminals was considered a strong point of the British Raj.  The famous novel Anand Math depicted a scenario of faith that the British Raj would be able to take care of the thugs and pindaris then prevalent in the society.  The Britishers established a disciplined police force that effectively dealt with such thugs.  Now, after 50 years of independence we are once again faced with a question mark on the efficiency of the administration and it looks like we are heading back to the days of thugs and pindaris.


This is greatly manifested even in deciding whether a crime will be recorded or not. Many women activists and women commissions have noted that a large number of crimes against women just do not get reported partly because of the societal stigma against women but largely because of the attitude of the police and the investigating machinery in dealing with women victims of these crimes. The NCRB report itself states that perhaps only one out of 10 crimes against women get recorded.  Some States do not send their monthly reports to the NCRB and often do not compile these even at the state level.  Perhaps it is time to develop a new mechanism for recording the crimes; a mechanism which does not have to depend on the police machinery alone but can involve the society in a bigger way.

