Journal On Korean/Vietnam War


The Korean War was a battle between Communism and Democracy. The US backed up the South, and the Soviet Union backed up the North. North Korea then went deep into the South, and President Truman decided to put troops over there. By 1950, however, North Korea had gained control of almost all of Korea. Although, later on, there was a surprise attack ready to take back the land. The UN and the US brought back the land to the South, but then later on, China sent troops into the North and they fought off the US and UN forces enough to capture Seoul. They did this because they wanted a Communistic buffer state. The only way, according to General MacArthur, was to launch an atomic bomb. President Truman dismissed this, and the UN and US forces then just pushed the North back far enough beyond the 38th parallel. The North and South then signed a cease fire agreement. 


The Vietnamese war started with the French and Vietnam. The French wanted iron and coal from the north, and rubber plantations in the south. France then went to war with Vietnam. In 1954, however, they lost and agreed to settlement. The US, though, saw a threat to the rest of Asia. The US tried to limit Communistic activity after a peace conference and the US and French were given the south, while Ho Chi Minh was given the north. The north however became a major influence to the south, and the US sent more troops into the South. This went on and on until they finally had started war. Nixon felt pressured by the country, because of them not wanting to go to war, and he withdrew his troops and sent the South weapons in place of them. The north, 6 weeks later, had gained control of all Vietnam.
