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Militarism – Militarism is the glorification of the military.  Under militarism, the armed forces and readiness for war came to dominate national policy.

Ultimatum – An ultimatum is a final set of demands.  To avoid war, said the ultimatum, Serbia must end all anti-Austrian agitation and punish any Serbian official involved in the murder plot.

Mobilize – To mobilize is to prepare its military forces for war.  When this plea failed, Russia began to mobilize and as a result Germany declared war on Russia.

Neutrality – Neutrality is a policy of supporting neither side in a war.  Italy decided to remain neutral for the time being.

Total war – Total war is the channeling of a nation’s entire resources into a war effort.  As the struggle wore on, nations realized that a modern, mechanized war required the total commitment of their whole society.

Propaganda – Propaganda is the spreading of ideas to promote a cause or damage an opposing cause.  Both sides waged a propaganda war.

Atrocity – Atrocities are horrible acts against innocent people.  The British and French press circulated tales of atrocities.

Armistice – An armistice is an agreement to end fighting.  The new German government sought an armistice with the Allies.

Reparations – Reparations are payments for war damage.  The Allies blamed the conflict on their defeated foes and insisted that the losers make reparations.  

Mandate – Mandates are territories that were administered by western powers.  Britain and France gained mandates over German colonies in Africa and Ottoman lands in the Middle East.

Edith Cavell – Edith Cavell, a British nurse, ran a Red Cross hospital in Belgium even after the German invasion.  When the Germans discovered that she was helping Allied prisoners escape, they shot her as a spy. 

Georges Clemenceau – The French leader, Georges Clemenceau, bore the nick name “the Tiger” for his fierce war policy.  His chief goal was to weaken Germany so that it could never again threaten France. 

Alfred Nobel – Alfred Nobel was the Swedish inventor of dynamite.  He set up the Nobel Peace Prize to reward each year the individual whose work advanced the cause of peace. 

Gavrillo Princip – Gavrillo Princip’s family were Serb farmers who made a meager living in Bosnia. He joined a terrorist group commonly known as the Black Hand. Its goal was to organize all South Slav peoples into a single nation. 

Sarajevo – The royal motorcade drove through Sarajevo.  Stationed along the route were seven members of the Black Hand.  Sever carried crude hand bombs and pistols. 

Woodrow Wilson – President Woodrow Wilson insisted that Americans, as citizens of a neutral country, had a right to safe travel on the seas.   Wilson cut off relations with Germany. 

(Wilson's Fourteen Points Points) – In January 1918, he issued the Fourteen Points, a list of his terms for resolving this and future wars.  

Francis Ferdinand – Francis Ferdinand was the Archduke of Austria-Hungary.  He chose Jun 28 to come to Bosnia. 

Kaiser William II – A German army officer who boasted that he would not be defeated. 

Bertha Von Sutner – A tireless worker for peace.  She wrote an anti war novel; she was the only woman to attend the Hague conference. 

Triple Alliance – First alliances in Bismarck; France and Russia signed this alliance 

Ottoman Empire- Joined the Central Powers in 1914, the Trunks then closed off Allied ships from the Dardanelles.  In 1916 the Allies withdrew from Dardanelles, and that made it hard to hit the Ottoman Empire in the Middle East.  

trench warfare – In trench warfare, the armies burrowed into a vast system of trenches, stretching from the Swiss frontier to the English Channel.  An underground network linked bunkers, communications trenches, and gun emplacements. 

machine gun (role it played in WWI) – Made it possible for a few gunners to mow down waves of soldiers.  This helped create a stalemate by making it difficult ot advance across no man’s land. 

airplane (role it played in WWI) – At first, mainly used for observation.  Later, flying “aces” engaged in individual combat, though such “dogfights” had little effect on the war. 

role of women in WWI- Women took over their husbands jobs and kept national economies going.  Many women worked in war industries, manufacturing weapons and supplies. Others joined women’s branches of the armed forces. 

Nationalism (ie. tension between France and Germany)- The German were proud of their new empire’s military power and industrial leadership. France longed to regain its position as Europe’s leading power. 

Paris Peace Conference- Offered hope to the League of Nations.  They agreed to negotiate dispute rather than resort to war.  Members of the league promised to take common action, economic or even military, against any aggressor state. 

American neutrality- America stayed as a neutral country, it wasn’t on anyone’s side,  for a while before it joined the war. 

Black Hand – Black Hand is a terrorist group organized by Bosnia Serbs.  Its goal was to organize all South Slav peoples into a single nation.

Treaty of Versailles- The Treaty forced Germany to assume full blame for causing the war.  The treaty also imposed huge reparations that would put an already damged German economy under a staggering burden. 

self determination – A band of new nations emerged wher the German, Austria, and Russian empires had once ruled.  These nations included the Baltic States of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. 

Shleiffen Plan – Schlieffen reasoned that Russia’s lumbering military would be slow to mobilize. Under the Schlieffen Plan, Germany first had to defeat France quickly.  Then it would fight Russia. 

U boat – A U-boat is an under water ship that can launch torpedoes, or guided underwater bombs.  These were used by Germany to destroy Allied shipping.  U-boat attacks help bring United States into the war. 

Lusitania – In May 1915, a German submarine torpedoed the British liner Lusitania.  Almost 1,200 passengers were killed, including 128 Americans.  Germany said that the Lusitania was carrying weapons. 

war reparations – War reparations were payments for war damge.  The reparations on Germenay covered not only the destruction caused by the war, but also pensions for millions of Allied soldiers or their widows and families. 

western front – On the Western Front, the warring armies burrowed into a vast system of trenches, stretching from the Swiss frontier to the English Channel.  

eastern front – Battled lines swayed back and forth, sometimes over large areas.  Casualties rose even higher than the west, but the results just as indecisive. 

