World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World

Students in grade ten study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the late eighteenth century through the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars. They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations. They extrapolate from the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain vulnerable, and are not practiced everywhere in the world. Students develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. Students consider multiple accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of perspectives. 

10.1 Students relate the moral and ethical principles in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, in Judaism, and in Christianity to the development of Western political thought. 
1. Analyze the similarities and differences in Judeo-Christian and Greco-Roman views of law, reason and faith, and duties of the individual. 
2. Trace the development of the Western political ideas of the rule of law and illegitimacy of tyranny, using selections from Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Politics. 
3. Consider the influence of the U.S. Constitution on political systems in the contemporary world. 

10.2 Students compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution of England, the American Revolution, and the French Revolution and their enduring effects worldwide on the political expectations for self-government and individual liberty. 
1. Compare the major ideas of philosophers and their effects on the democratic revolutions in England, the United States, France, and Latin America (e.g., John Locke, Charles-Louis Montesquieu, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Simón Bolívar, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison). 
2. List the principles of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights (1689), the American Declaration of Independence (1776), the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (1789), and the U.S. Bill of Rights (1791). 
3. Understand the unique character of the American Revolution, its spread to other parts of the world, and its continuing significance to other nations. 
4. Explain how the ideology of the French Revolution led France to develop from constitutional monarchy to democratic despotism to the Napoleonic empire. 
5. Discuss how nationalism spread across Europe with Napoleon but was repressed for a generation under the Congress of Vienna and Concert of Europe until the Revolutions of 1848. 

10.3 Students analyze the effects of the Industrial Revolution in England, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States. 
1. Analyze why England was the first country to industrialize.
Large population which was a good work force, and also gifted with a lot of canals.

2. Examine how scientific and technological changes and new forms of energy brought about massive social, economic, and cultural change (e.g., the inventions and discoveries of James Watt, Eli Whitney, Henry Bessemer, Louis Pasteur, Thomas Edison). 
Increased food production which increased health which created better farming and less work needed to farm.


3. Describe the growth of population, rural to urban migration, and growth of cities associated with the Industrial Revolution. 
Everyone was urbanizing cities for jobs.  Death rate fell as health became better.  Plenty of natural resources.

4. Trace the evolution of work and labor, including the demise of the slave trade and the effects of immigration, mining and manufacturing, division of labor, and the union movement. 
New machines and less manual labor.  Mining and manufacturing increased with new machinery.  Guilds regulated trade and protected families of traders.  Dangerous working conditions.


5. Understand the connections among natural resources, entrepreneurship, labor, and capital in an industrial economy. 
Lots of coal which allowed building factories.  Fires burned hotter which allowed them tom make water.  Able to make factories away from water.


6. Analyze the emergence of capitalism as a dominant economic pattern and the responses to it, including Utopianism, Social Democracy, Socialism, and Communism. 
7. Describe the emergence of Romanticism in art and literature (e.g., the poetry of William Blake and William Wordsworth), social criticism (e.g., the novels of Charles Dickens), and the move away from Classicism in Europe. 

10.4 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at least two of the following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India, Latin America, and the Philippines. 
1. Describe the rise of industrial economies and their link to imperialism and colonial-ism (e.g., the role played by national security and strategic advantage; moral issues raised by the search for national hegemony, Social Darwinism, and the missionary impulse; material issues such as land, resources, and technology).
2. Discuss the locations of the colonial rule of such nations as England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Portugal, and the United States. 
3. Explain imperialism from the perspective of the colonizers and the colonized and the varied immediate and long-term responses by the people under colonial rule. 
4. Describe the independence struggles of the colonized regions of the world, including the roles of leaders, such as Sun Yat-sen in China, and the roles of ideology and religion. 

10.5

 

1.There were many reasons for entering the Great War for different countries.  Germany started it because they didn’t feel they were being treated fairly. America entered this war because they felt obligated to help the allied forces and not just sit around at watch the war happen without participating.  Propaganda was a big influence in this war; all countries including the U.S. to get people to join used it. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
2.In World War I a large majority of the fighting took place in trenches. Soldiers would practically live in these trenches for at least days at a time.  The importance of geographical factors made a big difference.  It was a huge assistance to have the high ground in this war, because if you did you could shoot down at all the other trenches.  

3.The entry of the United States coming into the war signaled that it was going to be nearly impossible for Germany and their allies to be victorious.  When the Russian Revolution ended the country decided to enter the war, and this made it very tough for the opposition forces to succeed.

4. This war was one that was very fatal and had much death, more people died in this war than any other one in history.  Unfortunately there were a huge amount of civilian casualties in this war also.  The United States also received a great amount of help from the colonial people in this war effort, the allied powers might not have been victorious if not for that help.

5.The Ottoman Empire had many human violations.  This group felt that they could and would do anything in order for them to keep their empire at the top. The most famous sultan of the Ottoman Empire was sultan Suleyman; this man was both ambitious and evil at the same time.  He built an entire civilization based on the fact that they would do whatever is best for them no matter how many lives it threatened. The Ottomans specifically targeted the Armenian people, and treated them very poorly.  The ottomans were responsible for the death of millions of Armenian people.

10.6 

1.  The main purpose of the Treaty of Versailles was to severely hurt the German government, military and the people.  The leaders of the countries that put together this treaty were successful in fulfilling their goals. Woodrow Wilson’s fourteen points were designed to get every country on the same page, and provide specific rules that all countries would have to follow.  One of Woodrow’s fourteen points was to create a League of Nations.  The League of Nations was met to act as an international decision making group.  The League of Nations is no longer together, but has turned into what we call the United Nations. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

2. This war and the Treaty of Versailles had a big effect on population movement and new geographical boundaries.  The treaty also has an impact on international economy especially in Europe.  The treaty said that Germany would have to decrease the size of its land.  It gave the countries around Germany more land.  This would have a direct impact on the population movement.  Obviously if the land has shrunk it would make more people have to leave the country. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

3. Before WWI many countries were filled with poverty all over the place, the majority of the population without jobs, and living in the streets. This allowed for evil leaders to come around and govern in a totalitarian state.  Totalitarian means that you are an evil leader that builds your country by scaring people and killing.  Two examples of totalitarian leaders are Mussolini of Italy and the notorious Adolph Hitler of Germany. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

4.World War 1 changed artists and authors. Hemingway wrote books about WWI. Pablo Picasso changed his style of art to cubism.  This showed that artist and authors were not exempt from change that occurred because of this war.  The poetry of this time was extremely dark, and pessimistic. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

 

10.7

1. The communist produced a democratic and socialist constitution.  Lenin created a secret police to enforce his will.  The secret place was a gulag.  Family members would sell out their own family just for Lenin.  http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

2.Stalin was the general secretary and used that job to find out information about Russia.  He then bought out high-powered Russian military and government leaders.  He sentenced peasants to give them all of his food.  He got rid of what was left of the free press.  Stalin ended up killing over five million Russian peasants. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

3.Germany and Italy rose up together as fascist states.  Both of these countries focused on building up war machines including making guns, tanks, bombs, and missles.  These countries were lead by totalitarian leaders that would stop at nothing.  Hitler and Mussolini killed many people, some Jews, some peasants, and many other people. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

10.8

1.The Japanese treated the Chinese very badly.  Almost as bad as the Nazis killed the Jews.  The Japanese were hoping for an Asian empire, while the Germans and Italians were hoping for a European empire.  The Stalin-Hitler pact of 1939 said that the Russians and the Germans wouldn’t attack each other and that they would back each other if either one ever went into a war.  This pact was violated when the Germans launched an attack on the Russians in the beginning of World War I. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

2.One reason it took the United States so long to enter World War I was the fact that it was taking place half a world away.  After seeing what happened in the First World War we were somewhat reluctant to go over to the war.  We also felt as if that was a European problem that we couldn’t change that much.  It is a good thing that we eventually went over to the war, or else the entire world would be speaking German right now. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

3. The key turning point in the war was when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.  This was the straw that broke the camels back to get America into the war.  Until this we were very hesitant, but we couldn’t have an enemy country bomb one of our biggest military harbors and let them get away with it. Almost immediately after this bombing we sent troops over.  Shortly after the Jewish people were liberated by England and us.  Some of the allied powers were America, England, Russia, and Australia.  Some of the axis powers were Germany, Italy, and Japan. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

4.The political leader that had the biggest effect on the war was by far Adolph Hitler.  He was the one that started all of this.  His quest was to have Germany take over the world, and he rallied support by blaming all of Germanys problems on the Jewish people.  He went to war just to kill all of the Jews, and ended up getting the entire world involved.  Benito Mussolini inspired Hitler.  Mussolini was another totalitarian leader that Hitler looked up to while growing up a poor German boy. Winston Churchill, FDR and Dwight Eisenhower were all men that decided to go against Hitler and to liberate the Jews.   http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

5.The Nazi’s truly believed that they were superior to any other race.  They believed if you weren’t blonde hair blue eyes that you were inferior and didn’t even deserve to live.  This strong belief lead them to kill millions of innocent Jews for no other reason then that they were a different race.  The Nazis also discriminated against homeless people because they looked down on them. http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm
 

6.The human costs of World War II were very high.  Millions of Jews were killed, and soldiers from many other countries were killed.  Not to mention that non-Jews and Christians were persecuted and killed if they were found to be helping Jews at all.  Many German soldiers were also killed.  Fortunately not a huge number of American soldiers were killed, but some lives were taken.

10.9 Students analyze the international developments in the post-World World War II world. 

 

1.    Compare the economic and military power shifts caused by the war, including the Yalta Pact, the development of nuclear weapons, Soviet control over Eastern European nations, and the economic recoveries of Germany and Japan. 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/1/yalta.htm


The Yalta Conference was undoubtedly one of the most important meetings of key Allied leaders during World War II.  These leaders were U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Premier Joseph Stalin of the Soviet Union…When the meeting began, the Soviet Union held the strongest European military position.  Soviet armies occupied much of Eastern Europe, and they were preparing to enter Berlin, Germany.  The agenda at the Yalta Conference included the major problems in a postwar Europe.


Roosevelt, Churchil, and Stalin agreed on several points.  These points were:

1. To accept the structure of a world peacekeeping organization that was to become the United Nations; 

2. To reestablish order in Europe and to help the defeated countries create democratic governments; 

3. To divide Germany into four zones that would be occupied by Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, and France; 

4. To support the Soviet-backed government and hold free elections in Poland, and to extend the Soviet Union’s territory into Poland; and 

5. To force Germany to give the Soviet Union equipment and other resources to make up for Soviet losses.  The Soviet Union also agreed to enter the war against Japan in exchange for control of the Kuril Islands, the southern half of Sakhalin Island, and two strategic ports. 

“Most modern scholars believe the conference produced a traditional and balanced settlement.”  They argue that the Soviet Union held the superior military and political position in Eastern Europe and yet made the greatest concessions at the conference.  Stalin failed to win demands for huge sums of money from Germany to pay for tremendous war losses and for a shift of the German-Polish border westward.  Most scholars also believe the Soviet Union’s domination of Eastern Europe resulted from earlier and later events, not from decisions made at the Yalta Conference.

 

2.         Analyze the causes of the Cold War, with the free world on one side and Soviet client states on the other, including competition for influence in such places as Egypt, the Congo, Vietnam, and Chile.

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/2/cold_war.htm
Cold War is the term used to describe the intense rivalry that developed after World War II between groups of Communist and non-Communist nations.  One one side were the Union of Soviet Socialist republics (U.S.S.R.) and its Communist allies, often referred to as the Eastern bloc.  On the other side were the U.S. and its democratic allies, usually referred to as the Western bloc.  The struggle was called the Cold War because it did not actually lead to fighting, or “hot” war, on a wide scale.  The U.S. accused the Soviet Union of seeking to expand Communism throughout the world.  The Soviets, meanwhile, charged the U.S. with practicing imperialism and with attempting to stop revolutionary activity in other countries.  Each bloc’s vision of the world also contributed to East-West tension.  The U.S. wanted a world of independent nations based on democratic principles.  The Soviet Union, however, attempted to tightly control areas it considered vital to its national interest, including much of Eastern Europe.

 

3.    Understand the importance of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, which established the pattern for America's postwar policy of supplying economic and military aid to prevent the spread of Communism and the resulting economic and political competition in arenas such as Southeast Asia (i.e., the Korean War, Vietnam War), Cuba, and Africa. 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/3/doctrine.htm


Truman realized that the U.S. would have to lead in the fight for freedom, spending as much as necessary to strengthen its war-torn allies.  In 1946, Congress approved a $3,750,000,000 loan to Great Britain.  The Marshall Plan began in April 1948, when Congress established the Economic Cooperation Aministration (ECA) to administer foreign aid.  Seventween nations formed the Organization for European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) to assist the ECA and develop cooperation among its member.  The U.S. sent about $13 billion in food, machinery, and other products to Europe.

 

4.      Analyze the Chinese Civil War, the rise of Mao Tse-tung, and the subsequent political and economic upheavals in China (e.g., the Great Leap Forward, the Cultural Revolution, and the Tiananmen Square uprising). 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/4/civil_war.htm

The U.S. sent General George C. Marshall to China to attempt to arrange a political settlement between the Nationalists and the Communists in 1946.  However, neither the Nationalists nor the Communists belieced that they could achieve their goals by coming to terms with the other side.  In mid-1946, full-scale fighting began.


The superior military tactics of the Communists and the social revolution they conducted in the countryside gradually turned the tide against the Nationalists.  After capturing Tianjin and Beijing in January 1949, Mao Zedong’s armies crossed the Yangtze River and drove the Nationalists toward southern China.  On October 1, 1949, Mao proclaimed the establishment in Beijing of the People’s Republic of China.  In December, Chiang Kai-shek and his followers fled to the island of Taiwan.

 

5.    Describe the uprisings in Poland (1952), Hungary (1956), and Czechoslovakia (1968) and those countries' resurgence in the 1970s and 1980s as people in Soviet satellites sought freedom from Soviet control. 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/5/poland.htm


During the 1950’s many Poles began to express discontent with government policies and resentment of domination by the U.S.S.R.  In 1956, workers in Pozna and other cities staged antigovernment riots.  In the 1960’s, Polish intellectuals protested against government limits on freedom of expression, and new disputes erupted between the government and the Catholic Church.  In 1970, strikes and riots broke out in Gdask and other cities.  Thousands of Poles demanded better living conditions and economic and political reforms.  After days of riots, Gomulka resigned, and Edward Gierek became the Communist Party leader.


In 1946, Hungary was declared a republic.  Elections were held again in 1947, and the Communists again failed to win a majority of the votes.  But by then, Communist Party leaders held important positions at all levels of government and in major nongovernmental organizations.  Only a small percentage of Hungary’s people belonged to the party.  Matthias Rakosi, head of the Communist Party and head of the Hungarian government, ruled as a dictator in the early 1950’s.  His policies nearly ruined the economy and produced widespread discontent among the people.  In 1953, Rakosi was replaced as the head of the government.  Unsuccessful revolution.  Rakosi’s policies again caused unrest, especially among writers, young people, and others deeply concerned with human rights and freedom of expression.  Rakosi was replaced as party leader in mid-1956, but his policies were continued.

 

6.       Understand how the forces of nationalism developed in the Middle East, how the Holocaust affected world opinion regarding the need for a Jewish state, and the significance and effects of the location and establishment of Israel on world affairs. 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/calendar.htm

Large numbers of European Jews came to Palestine in the 1930’s to escape persecution by the Nazis.  Alarmed by the Jewish immigration, the Palestinian Arabs revolted against British rule during the later 1930’s.  In 1939, Britain began attempting to limit Jewish immigration to Palestine.  Jews strongly opposed this policy.  

Israel officially came into existence on May 14, 1948, under the leadership of David Ben-Gurion.  On May 15, Arab armies, chiefly from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Transjordan (which became known as Jordan in 1949), attacked Israel, aiming to destroy the new nation.

Border clashes between Arab and Israeli troops occurred frequently in the early 1950’s.  Fearing that Arabs would soon attack, Israel launched a surprise air strike against Egypt on June 5, 1967.  Syria, Jordan, and Iraq, which had signed defense agreements with Egypt, immediately joined in the fighting.  In one day, Israeli planes almost completely destroyed the Arab forces.  Israel’s ground forces then defeated those of the Arab states.  The UN arranged a cease-fire, ending the war after six days.

 

6. Analyze the reasons for the collapse of the Soviet Union, including the weakness of the command economy, burdens of military commitments, and growing resistance to Soviet rule by dissidents in satellite states and the non-Russian Soviet republics. 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/7/soviet_union.htm

Gorbachev’s reforms.  Under Gorbachev, the Soviet Union changed rapidly.  Gorbachev sought to improve economic performance by means of the policy of perestroika.  He wanted to restructure the economy to stimulate growth and increase efficiency in Soviet industry.  The reforms failed and even made things worse.  Shortages increased.  Inflation grew, and hoarding became widespread.


The most striking change was a new policy of openness called glasnost.  Gorbachev introduced glasnost to help win popular support ofr his policies and overcome resistance to perestroika in the Communist Party and the Soviet government.  Glasnost made it possible to discuss political and social issues critically and with more freedom than ever before in the Soviet Union.  Also, a new freedom of expression in literature and the arts developed, and books by opponents of Communism became available in stores.

 

7.                      Discuss the establishment and work of the United Nations and the purposes and functions of the Warsaw Pact, SEATO, NATO, and the Organization of American States. 

http://puhsd.k12.ca.us./chana/staffpages/eichman/Adult_School/world/spring/postwwii/8/united_nations.htm

United Nations (UN) is an organization of nations that works for world peace and security and the betterment of humanity.  The United Nations’ two main goals are peace and human dignity.  If fighting between two or more countries breaks out anywhere, the UN may be asked to try to stop it.  After the fighting stops, the UN may help work out ways to keep it from starting again.


Warsaw Pact was a treaty that held most Eastern European nations in a military command under tight Soviet control.  Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania, and the Soviet Union signed the treaty in Warsaw in May 1955.  They claimed they signed the treaty as a response to the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a defense alliance formed by the U.S. and its European allies.  NATO was formed in 1949.  Albania withdrew from the Warsaw Pact in 1968.

 

10.10 Students analyze instances of nation-building in the contemporary world in at least two of the following regions or countries: the Middle East, Africa, Mexico and other parts of Latin America, and China. 

1.Understand the challenges in the regions, including their geopolitical, cultural, military, and economic significance and the international relationships in which they are involved. 

The current crisis in Iraq illustrates some of these chalolenges.  Our classic “the enemy of my enemy is my firned” attitude has come back to, as the saying goes, “bite us in the ass.”  We sell arms to countries so that they can defeat other countries (ones that we deem “dangerous”), and when they’re sufficiently armed, they often use those arms against us or on their own citizens.

Our challenge will now be to “keep the peace” in the Middle East after we’ve created a nation of angry orphans.  The U.S. has close ties with Israel, which many of the Arab world.  We also went into Iraw without the consent of the rest of the world.  This could cost us in the long run when we try to negotiate with other countries.

 

2.      Describe the recent history of the regions, including political divisions and systems, key leaders, religious issues, natural features, resources, and population patterns. 

The Middle East is a theocracy, and as such, operates under radically different assumptions than the U.S.  Africa, being made up many different countries (most of which Americans don’t even know exist), is hard to sum up.  (Countries like Ethiopia or Libya are very different than, say, countries like South Africa.)  Mexico’s biggest export is its citizens to the U.S.  China is growing very rapidly.  Many have projected that it will be one of the biggest world economies very soon.

 

3.      Discuss the important trends in the regions today and whether they appear to serve the cause of individual freedom and democracy. 

All of these countries do bad things to “freedom” and “democracy.”  When they do bad things, we (hopefully) can get their leader (like we did with Pinochet or Milosovich) and put them on trial for war crimes.  What I can’t understand is how we as a nation are more concerned with the war crimes that these guys commit rather than the war crimes that our own leaders commit (or, have allegedly committed).  What about Henry Kissinger, our former Secretary of State?  THe book “The Trial of Henry Kissinger” by Christopher Hitchens makes a good case (or, appears to, at least) for Kissinger being responsible for war casualties in Vietnam, massacres in Bangladesh and Timor, and assassinations in Chile, Cyprus, and Washington, D.C.  Maybe we should first turn our attention to the ways that the U.S. has “hurt” individual freedom and democracy before we work on other countries.

 

 

10.11 Students analyze the integration of countries into the world economy and the information, technological, and communications revolutions (e.g., television, satellites, computers).

The U.S. and other nations depend on one another for many vital goods and services, through world trade and dinance.  Economists look for ways to increase international trade and try to help poor countries improve their economic condition.  Nations can gain by trading with one another because the resources of the world are not distributed evenly throughout.  Despite the advantages of world trade, nations have tried to limit imports and produce many of their own goods and services.  Many nations fear that specializing in a few supplies of essential goods and services might be cut off (a reason why we saw gas prices raising before the war started).


The technological development of modern communication was a huge improvement over previous technology.  It has changed the lives of the world and changed who we are and who we become.  Television, like many other inventions, originated from the research and thinking of many people.  Other modern technological communications include inventions of the compact disc player, telephones, fax machines, satellites, and videotape recorders,  Even newspapers are an important part of communication
