CONSTITUTION

of the

LEGAL PROFESSION SOCIETY

Article I: NAME
A. The name of this organization shall be the Legal Profession Society, abbreviated as LPS.

B. Purposes and goals of this group include gathering students who plan on pursuing law school to collectively prepare them for the strenuous admissions process and promulgate information on legal careers and scholarship opportunities.

C. There is currently no organization on the Brooklyn College campus that adequately aids or prepares students for the law school admissions process or informs of opportunities available to those applying. This organization will also assist the Political Science department and the Dean of Undergraduate Studies in monitoring who is applying to law school and compile statistics on the number of students applying to law school, the students’ law school preferences, and acceptance/rejection rates that may be used by the department as well as the college as a whole. 

Article II: MEMBERSHIP

A. 1 Regular membership in this organization shall be open only to matriculated CLAS students of Brooklyn College.

2. Honorary membership in this organization shall be open to all members of the Brooklyn College community, faculty, CLAS, SGS, and GSA students and all persons whom the group deems worthy of such recognition.

B. Methods of attaining membership:

1. Regular membership

Any person desiring membership shall register with the secretary at any time prior to a general membership meeting.

2. Honorary membership

a. Nominations for honorary membership may be proposed by any registered regular member of the group.

b. A majority vote of the registered regular membership shall be required for admission.

Article III: RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Regular Members

1. All regular members admitted before November 15 of the fall term may vote in elections of the Executive Committee to take office the following term or by April 15 of the spring term.

2. All regular members, regardless of admission date, may vote on amendment proposals and all other votes held, except where restricted in Article II, Section A, 1. 

B. Honorary Members

1. A person holding honorary membership in an organization may not vote at any election of any type nor may he/she hold office, unless he/she is a registered student.

2. Honorary members may apply for admission as a regular member by following the pattern established in Article 11, Section B.

C. Any person may withdraw from the organization by notifying the secretary.

Article IV: OFFICERS
A. Eligibility

Candidate should be a member of this organization for at least one academic term and meet additional requirements as outlined in Article III, Section A.

B. Election Procedure

1. Election shall be held at the next to the last scheduled meeting of each semester.

2. Nominations shall be accepted from the floor and/or from the executive committee.

3. Elections may only be held when a quorum (2/3) of registered regular members are present. Election shall be a majority vote of that quorum.

4. Student Government shall be notified in writing by the last meeting of the academic term of the newly elected officials to take office the following term. 

C. Duties and Responsibilities

1. The officers of this organization shall be the Presidents, Vice President, Treasurer, and Recording Secretary.

a) The Chairpersons shall preside at all meetings, and shall be the chairperson of the executive committee. There shall be two chairpersons. One shall be elected president and another vice president for purposes of formality and paperwork.  Both of these chairs will be answerable to Student Government concerning any inquiry of the group. One shall substitute for the other when necessary, and shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.

b) The Treasurer shall collect all fees, be personally responsible for all funds as authorized by the group, and submit a report of the financial status of the group at all business meetings.

c) The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the organization, and report to the organization at each genral meeting, as well as be responsible for correspondence between members. 

Article V: IMPEACHMENT AND VACANCIES
A. 1. An impeachable offense is one, which violates the rules established by Article IV, Section C and/or violates the precepts of this organization in Article I. Any registered regular member may call for the formation of an impeachment committee at any general membership meeting.

2. An impeachment committee shall be formed on the basis of an election to be held when the motion is put to membership. The committee shall consist of five (5) regular members. The initiator of the impeachment preceding will be barred from becoming a member of this committee.

3. The recommendations of this committee shall be released at either the next general meeting or a special general meeting called by the committee.

4. The accused officer shall be notified in writing at leat five (5) days before such a meeting is to be held, and a bill of particular will accompany the notice.

5. After the hearing, a majority vote of the membership is required for passage, at which time the bill will be presented to Student Court where the impeachment trial will be held.

6. Conviction on impeachment charges does not mean mandatory expulsion from the club.

7. Convicted persons are still responsible for debts incurred and completion of all responsibilities assumed prior to conviction, i.e. those persons responsible for funds at Central Depository are still resp9onsible for debts incurred. 

B. Vacancies

1. The vice president shall assume duties of any vacant office until special election is held.

2. If more than one office is vacant, they shall be filled by presidential appointment, until a special election is held. 

3. A special election shall be called at the meeting following the announcement of the vacancy or vacancies. The procedure for regular elections shall be followed.

Article VI: COMMITTEES
A. Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers and chairperson of the standing committees of the organization.

2. The Executive committee shall formulate the agenda and take emergency action upon the approval of a majority of the committee.

B. Standing Committees

1. The Standing Committees shall be: Finance, Procedural, and Membership.

Article VII: MEETINGS
A. 1. This organization shall meet at least four times each academic semester.

2. A quorum shall consist of 2/3 majority of the regular membership.

3. A membership list must be filed with Central Depository upon registration.

Article VIII: AMENDMENTS
A. 1. Amendments to this constitution or to the by-laws shall be introduced from the floor and submitted to the secretary in writing at a regular business meeting.

2. The entire membership shall be notified in writing at least five days previous to the vote on a proposed amendment.

3. 2/3 vote of those voting shall be necessary for the passage of an amendment.

4. Amendments shall be approved by student government and filed in Central Depository.

Article IX: RULES
A. 1. The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order revised shall govern the society in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the constitution, by-laws, or special rules of order of this society or with the constitution of Student Government.

Article X: REGULATIONS
A. 1. All regulations of the organization in conflict with laws or by-laws of Brooklyn College Student Government or the Board of Higher Education shall be considered null and void.
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