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Disable Autoplay of Audio CDs and
USB Drives
by Lowell Heddings on November 11th, 2006

I �nd it very annoying when I go home from work and plug

my laptop into my external hard drive… The autoplay

window always pops up and asks me what I want to do

with the �les, which may be �ne the �rst time, but

de�nitely isn’t after a year of that.

To get to the con�guration screen for this setting, go to

Start Menu \ Run and type in:

gpedit.msc

You will see the Group Policy window. You should select

Administrative Templates \ System in the tree view:

You will see an item in the right side pane called “Turn o�

Autoplay”
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SHARE:

COMMENTS:

Lowell Heddings, better known online as the How-To Geek, spends all his

free time bringing you fresh geekery on a daily basis. You can follow him on

Google+ if you'd like.

Double click the item, and set the radio button to Enabled,

and change the “Turn o� Autoplay on” to All Drives.

Now you should be safe from the autoplay monster.

DID YOU KNOW

Absinthe, a green-tinged alcohol with psychoactive
(hallucinogenic) properties, was so popular among
French citizens in the 1860s that �ve o’clock was
known as “the green hour.”

javascript:window.open("https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/","facebookshare", "menubar=0,resizable=0,width=700,height=500");
javascript:window.open("https://twitter.com/home?status=Disable+Autoplay+of+Audio+CDs+and+USB+Drives+via%40howtogeek+-+https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/","twittershare", "menubar=0,resizable=0,width=700,height=500");
javascript:window.open("https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.howtogeek.com%2Fhowto%2Fwindows%2Fdisable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives%2F&title=Disable+Autoplay+of+Audio+CDs+and+USB+Drives&summary=I find it very annoying when I go home from work and plug my laptop into my external hard drive%E2%80%A6 The autoplay window always pops up and asks me what I want to do with the files, which may be fine the first time, but definitely isn%E2%80%99t after a year of that.&source=How-To%20Geek","linkedinshare", "menubar=0,resizable=0,width=700,height=500");
javascript:window.open("https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/","gplusshare", "menubar=0,resizable=0,width=400,height=550");
javascript:window.open("http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/&title=Disable+Autoplay+of+Audio+CDs+and+USB+Drives","redditshare", "menubar=0,resizable=0,width=840,height=600");
javascript:window.open("https://getpocket.com/save?url=https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/","pocketshare", "menubar=0,resizable=0,width=700,height=500");
https://discuss.howtogeek.com/
http://www.howtogeek.com/author/thegeek/
https://plus.google.com/115673881208416151793/?rel=author


9/12/2017 Disable Autoplay of Audio CDs and USB Drives

https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/ 3/4

GET THE HTG NEWSLETTER

Join 100,000 other subscribers

Enter Your Email Here  Go

BEST OF HOW-TO GEEK

Do You Need the Professional Edition

of Windows 8?

How to Record PC Gameplay With

Windows 10’s Game DVR and Game Bar

How to Restore Previous Versions of a

File on Any Operating System

Why Does Windows Want to Reboot So

Often?

How to Send and Receive Faxes Online

Without a Fax Machine or Phone Line

Download.com and Others Bundle

Super�sh-Style HTTPS Breaking

Adware

Nest vs. Ecobee3 vs. Honeywell Lyric:

Which Smart Thermostat Should You

Buy?

7 Ways To Free Up Disk Space on a

MacBook

10 Quick Ways to Speed Up a Slow PC

Running Windows 7, 8, or 10

https://www.howtogeek.com/131975/htg-explains-do-you-need-the-professional-edition-of-windows-8/
https://www.howtogeek.com/219947/how-to-record-pc-gameplay-with-windows-10%e2%80%99s-game-dvr-and-game-bar/
https://www.howtogeek.com/209080/how-to-restore-previous-versions-of-a-file-on-any-operating-system/
https://www.howtogeek.com/182817/htg-explains-why-does-windows-want-to-reboot-so-often/
https://www.howtogeek.com/168841/how-to-send-and-receive-faxes-online-without-a-fax-machine-or-phone-line/
https://www.howtogeek.com/210265/download.com-and-others-bundle-superfish-style-https-breaking-adware/
https://www.howtogeek.com/259644/nest-vs.-ecobee3-vs.-honeywell-lyric-which-smart-thermostat-should-you-buy/
https://www.howtogeek.com/184091/5-ways-to-free-up-disk-space-on-a-mac/
https://www.howtogeek.com/228570/10-quick-ways-to-speed-up-a-slow-windows-pc/
https://www.howtogeek.com/131975/htg-explains-do-you-need-the-professional-edition-of-windows-8/
https://www.howtogeek.com/219947/how-to-record-pc-gameplay-with-windows-10%e2%80%99s-game-dvr-and-game-bar/
https://www.howtogeek.com/209080/how-to-restore-previous-versions-of-a-file-on-any-operating-system/
https://www.howtogeek.com/182817/htg-explains-why-does-windows-want-to-reboot-so-often/
https://www.howtogeek.com/168841/how-to-send-and-receive-faxes-online-without-a-fax-machine-or-phone-line/
https://www.howtogeek.com/210265/download.com-and-others-bundle-superfish-style-https-breaking-adware/
https://www.howtogeek.com/259644/nest-vs.-ecobee3-vs.-honeywell-lyric-which-smart-thermostat-should-you-buy/
https://www.howtogeek.com/184091/5-ways-to-free-up-disk-space-on-a-mac/
https://www.howtogeek.com/228570/10-quick-ways-to-speed-up-a-slow-windows-pc/


9/12/2017 Disable Autoplay of Audio CDs and USB Drives

https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/windows/disable-autoplay-of-audio-cds-and-usb-drives/ 4/4

MORE ARTICLES YOU MIGHT LIKE

ABOUT

About Us

Contact Us

Discussion Forum

How-To Geek Pro

Advertising

Privacy Policy

GET ARTICLES BY EMAIL

Enter your email address to get our daily
newsletter.

Enter Your Email Here  

GET ARTICLES BY EMAIL

TWITTER

FACEBOOK

GOOGLE+

RSS

FEED

FOLLOW US

Disclaimer: Most of the pages on the internet include a�liate links, including some on this site.

Copyright © 2006-2017 How-To Geek, LLC  All Rights Reserved

FOLLOW HOW-TO GEEK

160K+ 50K+ 90K+

https://www.howtogeek.com/about/
https://www.howtogeek.com/contact/
https://discuss.howtogeek.com/
https://www.howtogeekpro.com/
http://www.purch.com/
https://www.howtogeek.com/privacy-policy/
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=https://www.howtogeek.com&region=following&screen_name=howtogeek&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://facebook.com/howtogeek
http://plus.google.com/+howtogeek
http://feeds.howtogeek.com/howtogeek
https://www.howtogeek.com/ethics
https://www.facebook.com/howtogeek
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=howtogeek
https://plus.google.com/+howtogeek

