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Vocabulary List #2 (Words complied from Black Dog of Fate by Peter Balakian)
deference (noun): respectful submission or yielding to the judgment, opinion, will, etc., of another.

existentialism (adjective): a philosophical attitude associated esp. with Heidegger, Jaspers, Marcel, and Sartre, and opposed to rationalism and empiricism, that stresses the individual's unique position as a self-determining agent responsible for the authenticity of his or her choices.

marmoreal (adjective): of or like marble: skin of marmoreal smoothness.  

surrealism (noun): a style of art and literature developed principally in the 20th century, stressing the subconscious or nonrational significance of imagery arrived at by automatism or the exploitation of chance effects, unexpected juxtapositions, etc.  

excoriate (verb): to denounce or berate severely; flay verbally: He was excoriated for his mistakes.
entreaty (noun): earnest request or petition; supplication.

forlorn (adjective): 
(1) Deserted; abandoned; lost

(2) Destitute; helpless; in pitiful plight; wretched; miserable; almost hopeless; 

desperate.

visceral (adjective): 
(1) characterized by or proceeding from instinct rather than intellect: a visceral 
reaction.



(2) characterized by or proceeding from instinct rather than intellect: a visceral 

reaction.
vernacular (noun): the native speech or language of a place.

impunity (noun): exemption from punishment.

epigraph (noun): 
(1) an inscription, esp. on a building, statue, or the like.  

(2) an apposite quotation at the beginning of a book, chapter, etc.  

transcendence (noun):
(1) a state of being or existence above and beyond the limits of material  

experience  

(2) the state of excelling or surpassing or going beyond usual limits  

languid (adjective): 
(1) lacking in vigor or vitality; slack or slow: a languid manner.  

(2) lacking in spirit or interest; listless; indifferent.  

acolyte (noun): 
(1) an altar attendant in public worship.  




(2) any attendant, assistant, or follower.

scepter (noun): a rod or wand borne in the hand as an emblem of regal or imperial power.

niche (noun): 
(1) an ornamental recess in a wall or the like, usually semicircular in plan and arched, as 

for a statue or other decorative object.  

(2) a place or position suitable or appropriate for a person or thing: to find one's niche in 

the business world. 

façade (noun): 
(1) Architecture: the front of a building, esp. an imposing or decorative one. 




(2) a superficial appearance or illusion of something: They managed somehow to 

maintain a facade of wealth. 
dragoon (verb): to force by oppressive measures; coerce: The authorities dragooned the peasants into 

leaving their farms.
sullen (adjective): showing irritation or ill humor by a gloomy silence or reserve.

regress (verb): 
(1) to move backward; go back.  

(2) to revert to an earlier or less advanced state or form.  

