June 2, 2008
Dear Prospective AP Language and Composition Students,

Thank you for signing up to take AP Language and Composition in the 2008-2009 school year.  Your first responsibility is to complete a summer reading assignment.  This assignment is to prepare you for the kind of reading you will encounter in the course and to help you begin to think about reading and writing in a different way.

During the course of the summer, you must read the two books listed below:

Baghdad Without A Map and other misadventures in Arabia, Tony Horwitz
Black Dog of Fate, Peter Balakian

You may pick up copies of both books in Room 275 or purchase personal copies.  I encourage you to mark up your books as you read.  Have a conversation with each book!  Since you are not permitted to write in the borrowed texts, use post-it notes to mark important passages and make annotations.
Some other reading suggestions:
· Read without distractions (TV, stereo, etc.).  Solitude is best for reading meaningful texts.
· Be patient.  Meaning does not always become clear at the outset of a task or in an instant.  Be willing to occasionally reread, especially at the beginning of a text until you get settled in with the character’s names, the setting, the story line, and – very importantly – the author’s style of writing.
· Learn unfamiliar words.  Keep a vocabulary journal for each book.
· Pace your reading throughout the summer.  Look at your schedule and make sure that you leave enough time at the end of the summer to give each book fair and careful treatment.

· If you read a book early in the summer, please plan to skim over it again before we begin our discussions in the fall.  “I can’t remember because I read the book too long ago” is an unacceptable response to any discussion question.

· I have included some further suggestions regarding active reading on the back of this letter.

Your assignment has two parts:

Part One: 
Complete the Double Entry Journal assignment for each novel as described in the Springfield 
High School Summer Reading Program booklet.  Pay particular attention to the rubric included in the booklet, especially the descriptions under Quality of Reponses and Number of Responses.
Part Two:
Answer the following essay question:
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Your answer should be typed, double-spaced, using 12-point, Times New Roman font, and 1 
inch margins.  Your name should be typed on the first line.  No other title or identifying 

information is necessary.  Your answer should use appropriate examples and quotations from the 
text to support your opinions.  Please refer to the attached rubric for further clarification.  There 
is no set length requirement.
I look forward to meeting each of you in the fall and discussing these fascinating books.

Sincerely,

Mr. Robert Henry

Email: henryrob@ssd.k12.pa.us
Website: www.yourclasspage.com (School Code: 6109386100)

School Phone: 610-938-6295
In both novels, the narrators are forced to confront their heritage in different ways.  Examine the role heritage plays in each of the novels.  What stance does each narrator take toward his respective heritage?











