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Mr. Henry

Assignment:

Independent Reading Critical Analysis

Rhetorical Mode:
Expository/Argumentation
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Definition: A critical review is an appraisal. You may be asked to write
a critical appraisal of almost anything, but the most common
assignments are made on books, movies, or plays.

Purpose: A critical review communicates to a reader of the review the
critic's evaluation of a book in such a way that the reader can
make his own appraisal.

Requirements: For a critical review to accomplish its purpose, the
following requirements must be met:

1. The critic must report what the book does.

2. The critic must judge how well it does 1it,

3. The critic must provide enough evidence from the book to
support the judgment he or she has made.

The critic has an obligation to be as unbiased and fair as
possible. Personal prejudice must not influence the critic's
judgment of a work.

Preparation: 1. Read the book with the notion in mind that you will be
judging and commenting on the merits of the work.

2. Always read carefuliy any introductory or prefatory
material., You may find an explanation or statement of
purpose that will greatly help.

3. Find a sketch of the author and take notes on the nature
and extent of his or her work.

4. Take notes as you read, marking significant or unusual
passages. (I mark these in the book.)

Actual Writings: Because the introductory paragraph is so important in all
composition work, find the best way to approach your subject.
A few suggestions are as follows:

1. Begin with an introduction of the author, telling who
he or she is, what else he or she has written, and
how this book came to be written.

2. Begin with a few statements about the problem that
the author is treating.

3. Begin with an anecdote or illustration to set the

© tone of your review and to establish the author's
attitude toward the subject.

4, Begin with a quotation that sums up the general
purpose of the book.

5. Write a description of the book in general terms, to
give the reader a brief, comprehensive picture.

6. Begin with a classification of the book to show how
it differs from or resembles other books on the same
subject.
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idea and a clear thesis sentence. Either of the plans suggested below are
successful in organizing the review.

1. Make your central idea an answer to these two questions: What was the
author's purpose in writing? How well did the author succeed in
carrying out his or her purpose?

(Purposes you might find--to give the reader an escape from reality by
.fantasy adventure; to entertain by presenting humorous situations or
characters; to present a picture of life and thought in a particular place
and time; to present a study of a human being through literary character;
to demonstrate some great truth; to propagandize a cause; to satirize
social problems or some group of people; there are almost infinite
possibilities.)

2. Make your central idea an evaluation of the author's technique and
style. Examine the use of the elements of narrative--plot, character,
and setting. Decide which seems most important and why; then discuss
more briefly the author's use of the others. You will find the review
based on evaluation of style much more difficult to write, but very
useful for some books. This approach lends itself very well to reviews
of movies or plays, because it permits you to discuss use of lights,
camera, music, costuming, etc.

Be certain you provide sufficient evidence from the book, using your own
words and quotes from the book, to develop your ideas. Unless the work is
one you have read in class, be sure to provide a brief summary.

Your conclusion is important, because it must leave the reader feeling that
you finished, rather than that you stopped writing. These are a few
suggestions:

1. Return briefly to the first, introductory sentences of your review.
2. Direct reader to other works by the author.
3. State which kind of reader you think will most enjoy the book.
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