Double Entry Journals
What is a Double Entry Journal (DEJ)?
The Double Entry Journal (DEJ) allows students to record their responses to text as they read. In the left-hand column, the student copies quotes from the novel which they find interesting, intriguing, puzzling, or moving in some way. In the right-hand column, the student reacts to the quotation. The entries may include comments, questions, a connection made, an analysis. The students’ reactions can include their own opinions, disagreements, interpretations, events in their lives that the quote reminds them of, and guesses about the meaning of new words.  In effect, the students are talking back to the author as they write their responses. 

DEJs allow the student to pick out the parts that the students think are important and to ask the questions that they have.  Doing the reading this way will help to improve comprehension and vocabulary. It will also help you remember the material better.  DEJs give students a way to interact personally with the text, by reflecting on and writing about their understanding of the material they are reading. Students can use the text to form an opinion and then use pieces of text to support their opinions. Students process the information and relate to the text, increasing reading comprehension.  
Many students have problems generating responses for their double-entry journals. To ease them into the process, here is a list of possible responses. They can include, but are not limited to, one or more of the following: 

· a possible explanation of a confusing material 

· a main idea from the reading and why it is important 

· a strong positive or negative reaction to what he/she read and an explanation of that reaction 

· a reason for agreeing or disagreeing with the author 

· a comparison and/or contrast of a passage with a current event or with prior knowledge 

· a prediction based on evidence from the reading 

· a question generated as a result of the reading 

· a paraphrase of a complex segment of text

· a description of a personal experience that relates to the reading 

Students learned about and completed DEJs in all of their Language Arts classes during the school year.  Students should complete 10-15 entries per book.  Please refer to the DEJ Rubric on page 13 for a complete guide for the number and quality of your entries.
Examples of Double Entry Journals (DEJ)
#1.  DEJ on a Novel (Excerpts from the Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway)   

	Quotes(original lines or paraphrased lines)
	Responses  in Relation to the Task (Point out the literary elements used in the story) 

	 His choice had been to stay in the deep dark water far beyond all snares and traps and treacheries. 
	The old man seems to talk to the fish as if it were a human being. This personification indicates that nature and animals make their choices too under certain situations. 

	But what a great fish he is and what will he bring in the market if the flesh is good. He took the bait like a male and he pulls like a male and his fight has no panic in it.  
	The old man compares the fish to a male and praises him as if it were one of his companions. He seems to take his tough choice in such a humane manner although he is not certain whether he'll survive this or not. 


  #2.  DEJ on a Novel (Excerpts from the Walden by Henry David Thoreau)
	Quotations
	Reflections

	Say what you have to say, not what you ought. Any truth is better than make-believe. (from the Conclusion)
	Sometimes it is difficult to tell the truth because you don't want to hurt a person's feelings or because it's hard for you to admit something. It was hard for me to tell my dad that I didn't want to go to the same college he did, but I was glad that I told him afterwards.


#3.  DEJ on a Novel (Excerpts from The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston)

	Quotations
	Reflections

	You can’t.  It’s too late.  You’ve sold your apartment.  See here.  We know his address.  He’s living in Los Angeles with his second wife, and they have three children.  Claim your rights.  Those are your children.  He’s got two sons.  You have two sons.  You take them away from her.  You become their mother.
	I felt angry and annoyed for the second wife when I read this.  Knowing how custody in the United States works, I read these with surprise because they are nothing like our laws.  A woman can’t just take children from their mother because she had relations with their father.  It’s just ridiculous to even suggest.  It just doesn’t make sense.  This to me made brave Orchid seem ridiculous.    I can’t understand her reasoning for wanting her sister to claim another person’s children as her own.  It just doesn’t make sense.


#4.  DEJ on a Novel (Excerpts from The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston)

	Quotations
	Reflections

	Any merchant who advertises ‘Honest Scales’ must have been thinking about weighing them.
	I was impressed with her mother’s business knowledge.  This quote also made me realize what I could be missing from my own life.  It made it obvious that it is often best to look beyond the perks and gimmicks to find the true reason for why the merchant is selling his/her goods, whether they are processed, hand made, simple, generic, or sophisticated.  This makes no difference.  This quote teaches one to question things in the business world because people can and will try and take your money and leave you with a bad product.  Her mother obviously has a good amount of street smarts to know things like this.


