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Scoring Guide for Essay That Defines
Name ______________________________________

Awareness of Audience (10 points)
_____ 9-10
The writer demonstrates a sophisticated awareness of audience, through essay structure, diction, tone, etc.
_____ 8-7
The writer demonstrates a clear awareness of audiences, through essay structure, diction, tone, etc.
_____ 6

The writer demonstrates a basic awareness of audiences, through essay structure, diction, tone, etc.
_____ 4-5
The writer makes attempts at audience awareness through essay structure, diction, tone, etc., but lacks confidence 



and consistency in the approach(es) taken.
_____ 0-3
The writer demonstrates little of not awareness of audience through essay structure, diction, tone, etc.

Style (10 points)

_____ 8-10
The writing is precise and illustrative, using a variety of words and sentences structures to create a consistent 

writer’s voice and tone appropriate to the audience.

_____
6-7
The writing is generic, using a variety of words and sentence structures that may or may not create a writer’s voice 

and tone appropriate to the audience.

_____
4-5
The writing employs limited word choice and control of sentence structures that inhibit creating a writer’s voice and 

tone.

_____
0-3
The writing employs minimal variety in word choice and minimal control of sentence structures.

Content (10 points)

_____
8-10
The writing demonstrates substantial, specific, and/or illustrative content along with strong development and 

sophisticated ideas. The writing focuses deeply on one aspect of the subject, meeting the 3-5-page length 

requirement.

_____
6-7
The writing demonstrates sufficiently developed content with adequate elaboration or explanation.  The writing 

focuses adequately on one aspect of the subject, meeting or just falling short of the 3-page length requirement.

_____
4-5
The writing demonstrates limited content with inadequate elaboration or explanation.  The writing inadequately 

focuses on one aspect of the subject, falling short of the 3-page length requirement.

_____
0-3
The writing demonstrates superficial and/or minimal content, falling short of the 3-page length requirement.

Essay Structure (10 points)

_____  9-10
The writer employs a sophisticated essay structure that fits perfectly with the essay content.
_____  7-8
The writer employs a clear essay structure that fits well with the essay content.

_____  6

The writer employs an perfunctory essay structure that fits with the essay content.

_____ 4-5
The writer attempts to employ an essay structure that fits with the essay content, but lacks confidence and 



consistency in the approach(es) taken.

_____ 0-3
The writer demonstrates little of not awareness of essay structure and its impact on the essay content. 

Conventions (5 points)

_____
5
The writing demonstrates evident control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation.

_____
4
The writing demonstrates sufficient control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation.

_____ 
2-3
The writing demonstrates limited control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation.

_____
0-1
The writing demonstrates minimal control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation.

Tone (10 points)

_____  9-10
The writer employs a sophisticated tone that fits perfectly with the essay content.

_____  7-8
The writer employs a clear tone that fits well with the essay content.

_____  6

The writer employs an perfunctory tone that fits with the essay content.

_____ 4-5
The writer attempts to employ an tone that fits with the essay content, but lacks confidence and 



consistency.

_____ 0-3
The writer demonstrates little of not awareness of tone and its impact on the essay content. 

Typed  (1 point)

_____ 1

Essay is typed.

_____  0

Essay is not typed.

Double-Spacing (1 point)

_____  1

Essay is double-spaced.

_____  0

Essay is not double-spaced.

12 point font (1 point)

_____  1

Essay is typed using 12 point font.

_____ 0

Essay is not typed using 12 point font.

New Times Roman font (1 point)

_____  1

Essay is typed using New Times Roman font.

_____  0

Essay is not typed using New Times Roman font.

Default Margin Settings (1 point)

_____  1

Essay is typed using default margin settings font.

_____  0

Essay is not typed using default margin settings font.
_____ Total (60 points)

COMMENTS:

