Language Arts 11










Mr. Henry

Writing Workshop Piece #1 – Persuasive

Directions:  Think of a time in the recent past when you thought to yourself, “I’m gonna tell them what I think.” This assignment provides you with the external motivation to follow through on that thought. Compose a letter to someone or some institution sharing your opinion. The letter can be either positive or negative in tone. Tell the person or institution your story and thoroughly explain your reasoning. In thinking about your writing, consider the following:

· Your letter should be addressed to a real audience – administrator, politician, parent, newspaper, magazine, restaurant, etc.  Please check with me if you have a question about your audience.

· Even if the letter is one of complaint, you should still begin by focusing on the positive. That way your audience will be more receptive to your opinion.

· Give your audience a little information about yourself and the particular situation you are discussing. This way your audience will be more likely to take your opinion seriously and become emotionally involved.

· Fully explain your opinion so that your audience can follow your logic and reasoning.

· Do not reference this assignment in your letter. You don’t want your audience to dismiss your opinion because they think you are merely fulfilling a school requirement.

· Use standard written English throughout. Slang and colloquial language are inappropriate.

· Proofread your letter for punctuation, spelling, and grammar mistakes. You don’t want your audience to dismiss your opinion based on these writing basics.

· Format your letter using a block business letter format (see sample on other side of this assignment).

· All letters will actually get sent to their audience. Make sure that your locate the appropriate mailing address, email address, or fax number for your intended audience.

Rough draft due: 
Monday, February 11 (counts as a 5-point quiz grade*)

Final copy due:
Tuesday, February 20 (due to President’s Day and PSSA testing)

Final copy is worth 30 points (20 points using PA Domain Scoring Guide, 5 points for rough draft, 3 points for 

peer evaluation, 2 points for self-evaluation)

* In order to get the 5 points, you must have your rough draft during class on Monday, February 11. No excuses will be accepted. If you are absent on the due date, you must show your rough draft to Mr. Henry on the date of your return to school.

