AP Language and Composition







Mr. Robert Henry

Independent Reading

Students will read one independent book during the first marking period and one independent book during the second marking period.  The titles must be chosen from the list of books selected as award winners or finalists for the following awards:  National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction, National Book Award for Nonfiction, Oregon Book Award for Nonfiction, Pulitzer Prize for Nonfiction. Only one of the choices may be an autobiography or biography.
 First marking period, students will compose a critical analysis paper in response to their independent book.  Students will develop their own thesis based on Chapter Nine (How to Write a Critical Analysis) from John R. Trimble’s book Writing with Style: Conversations on the Art of Writing (2nd Edition, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000).  

Second marking period, students will create a presentation in response to their independent book.  The requirements are as follows:

· Students will have 10 minutes for their presentation.  Students are expected to use the full 10 minutes.

· Students must submit a formal outline of their presentation on an assigned date.

· Use of technology is strongly encouraged. 

· Class participation is allowed; it must be well-planned and timed.

· The goal of the project is to respond thoughtfully to a piece of nonfiction writing.  Students have many options for meeting this goal and structuring this presentation.  Here are some options:

· Historical approach – What is the history of this novel?  When and why was it written?  What impact did it have or does it still have in the world?  What is the historical background within the novel?  Is it based on historical information?

· Personal approach – How did the novel affect you personally?  How did you relate to it?  What did you learn?  What were you surprised by?

· Author Exploration – Who is this person who wrote this book?  What inspired its writing?  How does the author’ life inform the reading of the novel?

· Artistic Response – Compose a piece of music based on the selection.  Create an original work of art inspired by the selection.

· Doesn’t Fall into a Category approach – Be creative.  Here are some ideas from the past: compare the movie to the book, create a soundtrack to go with passages from the book, simulate a scene from the novel.  The possibilities are endless.

Lists of Finalists and Award Winners:
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba2008.html 
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba1990.html
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba1980.html
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba1970.html
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba1960.html
http://www.nationalbook.org/nba1950.html
http://www.bookcritics.org/?go=pastAwards
http://www.literary-arts.org/awards/past_literary_nonfiction.php?PHPSESSID=66d65aaf26e588d43d87f244552eae5f
http://www.pulitzer.org/bycat/General+Nonfiction
http://www.pulitzer.org/bycat/Biography+or+Autobiography
Good centralized source for information about many of the award-winning titles:

http://www.powells.com/prizes/national_nonfiction.html
