Language Arts 11










Mr. Henry

Writing Workshop Piece #5 – College Essay/Personal Statement
Directions: Respond to the writing prompt in the box below, reprinted from the common application. Remember to keep your essay specific and unique. (You don’t want to write the “McEssay.”) Think of your essay as a commercial, not as a feature film. Be yourself and avoid using a thesaurus to sound “more intelligent.” Begin your essay with a strong “hook” to capture your audience’s attention. Although there is no maximum length stated in the prompt, the general guideline is 500 words or fewer.


Personal Essay (reprinted from common application)

This personal statement helps us become acquainted with you in ways different from courses, grades, tests scores, and other objective data. It will demonstrate your ability to organize your thoughts and express yourself. We are looking for an essay that will help us know you better as a person and as a student. Please write an essay (250 words minimum) on a topic of your choice or on one of the options listed below.

1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.

2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

3. Indicate a person who have had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.

4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.

5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given you personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.

6. Topic of your choice.

Attach your essay to the last page on a separate sheet(s) (same size please). You must put your full name, date of birth, and name of secondary school on each sheet.

Formatting Requirements: Your essay must be typed, double-spaced, using 12 pt. New Times Roman font. Your margins may either be 1 inch all around or the default margin settings.

Rough draft due: 
______________________________________ (counts as a 5-point quiz grade*)

Final copy due:
______________________________________

* In order to get the 5 points, you must have your rough draft during class on the due date. No excuses will be accepted. If you are absent on the due date, you must show your rough draft to Mr. Henry on the date of your return to school.

