Language Arts 11










Mr. Henry

Writing Workshop Piece #1 – Narrative

Directions:  Think of a story that happened to you or that you witnessed.  In 1 ½ to 2 pages of written text, tell the story.  Imagine that your audience is someone your age or older who does not live in the Philadelphia area.  In thinking about your writing, consider the following:

· Since you only have a limited amount of pages, make sure that you focus on the most important portion of the story.  You may not be able to tell the whole thing in the space required.  Zoom in on the most important part.

· Think about starting “in media res” (in the middle of things).  This is an exciting way to begin any story, and it stops you from giving too much unnecessary background information.

· Dialogue can make a story come to life.  Think of possible places to include dialogue, so that the people in your story get to speak “in their own words.”

· Try to be detailed in your descriptions.  Help your readers get a clear picture their heads.

· Use exciting and active verbs (ex: the man strolled, the car zoomed, the parent gesticulated).  Avoid the verb “to be” (ex: I am, you are, he is, I was, you were, etc.).

Rough draft due: 
________________________________________ (counts as a 5-point quiz grade*)

Final copy due:
________________________________________

Final copy is worth 30 points (20 points using PA Domain Scoring Guide, 5 points for rough draft, 3 points for 

peer evaluation, 2 points for self-evaluation)

* In order to get the 5 points, you must have your rough draft during class on the due date. No excuses will be accepted. If you are absent on the due date, you must show your rough draft to Mr. Henry on the date of your return to school.

