Language Arts 11


Writing Workshop Piece #3 – Poetry 


Mr. Henry

Directions: You will be composing 6 poems – one of each from the forms listed below. You choose the topics for your poems; topics may vary by poem or all be on the same topic. Each poem type has its own set of rules and formatting. Be sure to follow these carefully.

Poem #1: Acrostic

In an acrostic poem, a word or phrase is hidden vertically within the poem. This word or phrase provides the poem with its topic or theme. The word or phrase becomes embedded within the body of the poem. (NOTE WELL: As a general rule, the lines of an acrostic poem should contain more than one word each, and the letter from the embedded word/phrase should not begin the majority of the lines.

EXAMPLE:
I thought it would be easy

                                        homework every night

                                                              no end in sight

                                                             first semester took forever

                                                            now it’s going fast

                                         I got to get through American government
*****************************************

Poem #2: Concrete Poem 

A concrete poem is a collage of words, letters or symbols that creates meaning both by what it says and by how it looks. As early as the 17th century, poets experimented with concrete poems. George Herbert, an English poet, wrote "Easter Wings," for instance, which looks like a pair of wings on the page. Some concrete poems do not use words; instead, pictorial symbols are arranged to be "read." 
Here are two concrete poems:
Bird #3
   by Don J. Carlson
                    Poe's
                  raven told
            him nothing nevermore
                  and Vincent's circling
                    crows were a threat to destroy
                      sunlight. Now I saw a bird, black with a yellow
                        beak, orange rubber legs
                           pecking to kill the
                             lawn, storm bird
                              hates with claw,
                                  evil beak,
                                        s
                                        u
                                        n
                                    and eye

Swan and Shadow
            by John Hollander

                            Dusk
                         Above the
                    water hang the
                              loud
                             flies
                             Here
                            O so
                           gray
                          then
                         What             A pale signal will appear
                        When         Soon before its shadow fades
                       Where       Here in this pool of opened eye
                       In us     No Upon us As at the very edges
                        of where we take shape in the dark air
                         this object bares its image awakening
                           ripples of recognition that will
                              brush darkness up into light
even after this bird this hour both drift by atop the perfect sad instant now
                              already passing out of sight
                           toward yet-untroubled reflection
                         this image bears its object darkening
                        into memorial shades Scattered bits of
                       light     No of water Or something across
                       water       Breaking up No Being regathered
                        soon         Yet by then a swan will have
                         gone             Yes out of mind into what
                          vast
                           pale
                            hush
                             of a
                             place
                              past
                    sudden dark as
                         if a swan
                            sang 

*****************************************
Poem #3: Number Poem – (the numbers indicate the number of words per line)

EXAMPLE:
9 
Help! I have fallen and I can’t get up



1
Somebody . . . 

1 Please . . . 

*****************************************

Poem #4: Haiku – (the numbers indicate the number of syllables per line)

EXAMPLE:
5 
Springtime morning sun



7 
Shadow of blinds on the wall



5 
Wordsworth remembered
*****************************************
Poem #5: Cinquain – (unstressed followed by stressed syllables)




(the number indicate the number of syllables per line)

EXAMPLE:




2
Among



4
the many kids



6
who walk in our hallways



8
are some who care and some who don’t

2
Oh well!
*****************************************
Poem #6: Pantoum Poem 

That day was cold 

(1) Repeats as line 13 

1 

When Zero came 

(2) Repeats as line 5 

2 

We held our breath 

(3) Repeats as line 16
 
3 

Far in the North. 

(4) Repeats as line 7 

4 

When Zero came 

(5) 



2 
Our hearts went still 

(6) Repeats as line 9 

5 

Far in the North 

(7) 



4 

And all our years.

(8) Repeats as line 11

6 

Our hearts went still. 

(9) 



5 

We heard all else, 

(10) Repeats as line 14 
7 

And all our years 

(11) 



6 

Beat in our hearts 

(12) Repeats as line 15 
8 

That day was cold 

(13) 



1 

We heard all else 

(14) 



7 

Beat in our hearts. 

(15) 



8 

We held our breath 

(16) 



3 

Step One: Come up with six or eight words or phrases 

Step Two: Once you have these, ask what they remind you of and write that. Next, try to make connections. Your goal is to come up with four lines. Number the lines as you work. Also, leave spaces between lines for easy editing. Hints: Think of each line as a separate unit In the first draft, begin each line with a capital letter For now, leave the ends unpunctuated See if the poem is trying to form itself. 

Step Three: With the first four lines done, you can begin to repeat lines. For stanzas 2 and 3, the even numbered lines of the preceding lines become the odd-numbered lines: Line 2 becomes Line 5, Line 4 becomes Line 7. Line 6, however, is “new.” Make sure it “fits” with both the line before it and after it. Continue this pattern through Line 12, alternating new with repeated lines. 

Step Four: Stanza four is all repeats (check sample). After you have finished your first draft, you can start to play with it (add/delete words/phrases, dump in some rhyme), but try to maintain the form as much as possible.
*****************************************

Rough draft due: 
___________________________________________ (counts as a 5-point quiz grade*)

Final copy due:
___________________________________________

Final copy is worth 28 points (3 points per poem, 5 points for rough draft, 3 points for peer evaluation, 2 

points for self-evaluation)
* In order to get the 5 points, you must have your rough draft during class on the due date. No excuses will be accepted. If you are absent on the due date, you must show your rough draft to Mr. Henry on the date of your return to school.
