Language Arts 11


Writing Workshop Piece #4 – Reflective 


Mr. Henry

Directions: Think of a moment or experience that has had a significant impact on your life; think of an issue that is your “soap-box issue” (meaning you can’t help but share your opinion with others when this issue comes up in conversation); think of something (or many things) that annoy you. Pick one of these topics and write about it.  The key is to reflect on an experience or an issue from your own perspective – no research necessary.  This is an expression of your opinion.  Your purpose is to inform readers and to get them thinking.  Imagine that your audience is someone your age or older who does not live in the Philadelphia area.  

In thinking about your writing, consider the following:

· Since you only have a limited amount of pages, make sure that you focus on a manageable topic.  You want to give yourself a chance to explore the whole issue.  For example, you would not want to conquer the issue of the entire war in Iraq, but you might focus on the issue of withdrawing troops. 

· Speak personally about the issue.  In most cases, you should use the first person (I) point of view.

· Keep your writing organized.  Break your ideas and thoughts into manageable paragraphs.

· Avoid comments about what you are going to do in the paper (your process); just do it!

· Make sure that you use detailed examples to illustrate your point.

Rough draft due: 
________________________________________ (counts as a 5-point quiz grade*)

Final copy due:
________________________________________

Final copy is worth 30 points (20 points using PA Domain Scoring Guide, 5 points for rough draft, 3 points for 

peer evaluation, 2 points for self-evaluation)

* In order to get the 5 points, you must have your rough draft during class on the due date. No excuses will be accepted. If you are absent on the due date, you must show your rough draft to Mr. Henry on the date of your return to school.

