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The Woman Warrior: A Review of Critical Research by Jane Kramer and Paul Gray


In her review of The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston, Jane Kramer calls it a “brilliant memoir” (312).  She compares the memoir to James Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.  “It is an investigation of soul, not landscape.  Its sources are dream and memory, myth and desire.  Its crises are the crises of a heart in exile from roots that bind and terrorize it. . . . Her voice . . . is as clear as the voice of Ts’ai Yen, who sang her sad, angry songs of China to the barbarians.  It is as fierce as a warrior’s voice, and as eloquent as any artist’s” (Kramer 312).


Paul Gray states that Kingston gives voice to the silence of exiles and refugees. “[T]his astonishingly accomplished first book . . . haunts a region somewhere between autobiography and fiction” (Gray 313).  Debating over whether the stories are true or make-believe is beside the point; “Art has intervened here” (Gray 313).  Ultimately, he concludes:


Though it is drenched in alienation, The Woman Warrior never whines.  Author 

Kingston avoids rhetoric for a wealth of detail – old customs and legends, the feel 

of Chinese enclaves transported to the California of her childhood.  Even at their 

most poignant, her stories sing.  Thousands of books have bubbled up out of the 

American melting pot.  This should be one of those that will be remembered. 

(Gray 313)
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