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Mr. Robert J. Henry

“Master Harold” . . . and the boys Theme Assignment

What is one of the themes of the play “Master Harold” . . . and the boys by Athol Fugard? Your task is to craft and defend a theme from the play in essay form. Your essay should adhere to the following structure:

I. Begin with an introduction that starts generally by discussing the “big issue” of the play. From this “big issue,” the writer should connect the issue to the play, culminating in a declaration of the theme.

II. The next series of paragraphs (as many as necessary) should fully explain how the writer arrived at this theme. Take your reader through your thought process, using examples and direct quotations from the text.

III. Finish with a conclusion that returns to the big issue and acknowledges that there are more themes within the play.
Your essay should be typed, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins and Times New Roman font. The heading of your paper should follow the MLA format illustrated on the back of this sheet. Give your essay a creative title inspired from your theme.
ROUGH DRAFT DUE: _____________________________________
FINAL DRAFT DUE: ______________________________________


THEME – “How do I find it?”
1. Make a list of the “big issues.”

2. Pick an issue. (The one that you think is most important.)

3. Ask yourself, “What does my book seem to be saying about this issue?”

4. If you can’t find an answer for #3, ask yourself, “Do any of the characters learn anything as a result of the story?  What do they learn?  Do you think the author intends for us to learn that as well?”

5. If you can’t find an answer for #4, ask yourself, “Does my book make fun of anything?  What?  If so, what does my author seem to think is a better way to do things?”

*****************************************************
Example from Night by Elie Wiesel:
Big issues:  faith, suffering, evil, family loyalty
Theme statement: A person’s faith is not always enough to carry him or her through times of pain and suffering.
Events from the book that support my theme:  Elie’s comments when watching the young boy hanging, Elie’s refusal to fast during Yom Kippur, Elie’s comments about not praying, Elie and the men forgetting to pray for Akiba Drumer after being sent to the crematory
Theme statement: Family loyalties can both deepen and weaken as a result of intense suffering.
Events from the book that support my theme: Elie’s description of his relationship with his dad as formal, Elie’s reaction to his father getting beaten, Elie’s teaching his father how to march, Elie’s dad giving Elie his only possessions when he thinks he is going to die, Elie’s sharing of his food with his father when his father is clearly nearing death, the Rabbi’s son deserting his father during the march.
