SAT Vocabulary List 9

1. Frivolous (adjective) not serious; trivial; silly

Sentence:  Getting accepted into college is not a frivolous matter.

2. Taciturn (adjective) quiet; saying little

Sentence: The student from Korea had a taciturn manner in class.  The teacher wanted him to participate 

more in class discussions.

3. Infamous (adjective) notorious: scandalous

Sentence: Bonnie and Clyde were infamous criminals who traveled through the south robbing and killing.

4. Redundant (adjective) repetitive; unnecessary: superfluous

Sentence: My mother’s stories are often redundant.  She repeats herself regularly.

5. Authoritarian (adjective) like a dictator

Sentence: Stalin is and example of an authoritarian.

6. Exhaustive (adjective) thorough; complete

Sentence: The exhaustive efforts of the lifeguard did not revive the swimmer who had been carried away by 

the large wave.

7. Reticent (adjective) quiet; uncommunicative; taciturn

Sentence: The reticent student did not participate much in class.

8. Fervor (noun) passion; zeal; great enthusiasm

Sentence:  The fervor of the crowd frighten the prisoner because he was afraid that he would be lynched.

9. Scanty (adjective) inadequate: minimal

Sentence: The scanty amount of food that the children had would not be enough for them to survive

10. Dispassionate (adjective) free from passion or spirit

Sentence: The coach was disappointed in the dispassionate spirit of his players and he was sure it was the 

reason they lost the game.

11. Pragmatic (adjective) practical

Sentence: Despite wanting to watch a movie, I needed to be pragmatic and finish my homework.

12. Didactic (adjective) instructive

Sentence: Textbooks are often written in a didactic manner.  Sometimes I wish they were more interesting.

13. Deference (noun) a show of respect

Sentence: Out of deference to her age and position, the committee followed her suggestions.

14. Alleviate (verb) to lighten or relieve

Sentence: The medicine will alleviate your pain if you take it every day.

15. Vacillate (verb) to waiver between choices

Sentence: I frequently vacillate when I go to the Carvel ice cream store; there are so many flavors.

