SAT VOCABULARY 5

1. Ameliorate (verb) to make better; to improve.

Sentence: The council met to consider ways of ameliorating the foreign situation.

2. Prodigious (adjective) of enormous quantity or size.

Sentence: His knowledge of music was prodigious.

3. Concise (adjective) briefly and clearly stated.

Sentence: Write a concise summary of the book.

4. Immutable (adjective) unchanging; permanent.

Sentence: Platinum is one of the most immutable of metals.

5. Stoic (adjective) indifferent to pleasure and pain; brave

Sentence: He is stoic.  He did not shed a tear at the news.

6. Innocuous (adjective) harmless

Sentence: The women exchanged innocuous gossip over lunch.

7. Credulous (adjective) gullible; overly trusting.

Sentence: Anne is so credulous she’ll believe anything you tell her.

8. Blasphemy (noun) heretical departure from accepted practice.

Sentence: Taking the name of the Lord in vain is pure blasphemy.

9. Lax (adjective) careless; not diligent; relaxed.

Sentence: The coach was to lax about training and the team did poorly.

10. Cryptic (adjective) mysterious; puzzling; enigmatic

Sentence: He made a cryptic remark.

11. Hinder (verb) to obstruct

Sentence: Do not hinder my progress in class.

12. Esoteric (adjective) understood only by a select few.

Sentence: The dream was esoteric.

13. Pretentious (adjective) pompous; self-important

Sentence: The young man was very pretentious

14. Incongruous (adjective) not fitting in; out of place

Sentence: Her actions were incongruous with her words.

15. Unprecedented (adjective) occurring for the first time; novel, never seen before.

Sentence: Making a hundred on the quiz was an unprecedented event for me.

