Language Arts 11

Mr. Henry


Writing Workshop Guidelines


By the end of the semester, you will have completed 5 pieces of writing during workshop.  You will complete other writing in addition to workshop pieces as well.  In order to have a well-balanced portfolio at the end of the year, you will write pieces in different modes and for different purposes.  During the course of the semester, I will discuss these categories and give helpful suggestions for approaching each type of writing.

“How is the workshop structured?”


Writing workshop is a two-week cycle. In week one, I will introduce a writing mode and/or purpose, facilitate brainstorming and pre-writing, and provide samples from student and/or professional writers. During the course of week one, you will be responsible for composing a rough draft that is due in class on the Monday of week two.


In week two, I will introduce content to help you revise your writing. In addition, you will be responsible for completing a self-evaluation form and having another student from the class complete a peer-evaluation form in conjunction with reading your piece. During the course of week two, you will be responsible for revising and editing your piece in preparation for submitting it to me on the following Monday.

“How will I be graded?”

The Narrative, Persuasive, and Reflective pieces of writing are worth 20 points, evaluated according to the PA Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide. Your rough draft is worth 10 points (5 points for having it in class on the Monday of week two, and 5 points for submitting a rough draft with your final copy); your self-evaluation is worth 2 points; your peer evaluation is worth 3 points.  These writing pieces are therefore worth 35 points total. The Poems and College Essay are evaluated according to separate rubrics.

“How long are the pieces?”

Each piece is to be approximately 2 written pages in length.

“Do the pieces need to be typed?”

Typed writing pieces are preferred, but not required.  If you choose to write or print your piece, please make certain that it is neat and legible.  Papers will be returned not graded for failing to follow these directions.

“When submitting my final draft, what is the order in which I should place my papers?”

Your final draft should be on top, followed by your self/peer evaluation sheet on top of your rough draft.  These three documents should be stapled or paper-clipped neatly together.  Your name should be clearly marked on the first page of the final draft.

