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Sylvester’s Bad Wish


When many people think of wishes, they are reminded of Aladdin and his famous three wishes. What person hasn’t imagined having his or her wishes granted? People find it fun to dream about winning the lottery and being able to buy whatever they wish. William Steig in “Sylvester and the Magic Pebble” explores the issue of wishing and its consequences. He suggests that wishes don’t always turn out like people want them to.


In the story, Sylvester the donkey finds a magic pebble and immediately dreams about all of the good things that he can do for himself and others. “From now on I can have anything I want. My father and mother can have anything they want. My relatives, my friends, and anybody at all can have everything anybody wants!” (Steig 5). Unfortunately for Sylvester, he runs into a lion and panics, wishing to be turned into a rock. His earlier dreams of being able to help his family goes away and he is left unable to do anything, not even help himself.


As a rock, Sylvester is now alone. He no longer has his family or anyone else to comfort him. “He was scared and worried. Being helpless, he felt hopeless” (Steig 8). ******************

*********************************************(essay continues to explain how the events support the theme) ******************************************

The next time people hear the story of Aladdin and his magic lamp, they should think about Sylvester and the problems he had with wishing. Before they get their hopes up, they should consider the possibility that their wishes may not turn out like they would want them to. William Steig beautifully illustrates this theme in his children’s book. 

