AP Language and Composition


Vocabulary List #7 (Words complied from The Norton Reader – McMurty, Petrunkevitch, 

Copland, Zissner, Chesterfield, Staples, Rauch)

1. masochism (noun): gratification gained from pain, deprivation, degradation, etc., inflicted or imposed on 

oneself, either as a result of one's own actions or the actions of others, esp. the tendency 

to seek this form of gratification.

2. helot (noun): (lowercase) a serf or slave; bondman.

3. herringbone (noun): a pattern consisting of adjoining vertical rows of slanting lines, any two contiguous 

lines forming either a V or an inverted V, used in masonry, textiles, embroidery, etc.

4. molestation (noun): the act of subjecting someone to unwanted or improper sexual advances or activity 

(especially women or children).

5. intransigent (adjective): 
refusing to agree or compromise; uncompromising; inflexible. 


(noun): a person who refuses to agree or compromise, as in politics.

6. correlate (verb): (used with an object) to place in or bring into mutual or reciprocal relation; establish in 


orderly connection: to correlate expenses and income.

7. suppliant (noun): a person who supplicates; petitioner. [supplicate (verb): To ask for humbly or earnestly, 


as by praying.]

8. laden (adjective): burdened; loaded down.

9. gallows (noun): a wooden frame, consisting of a crossbeam on two uprights, on which condemned persons 


are executed by hanging.

10. quadrangle (noun): A rectangular area surrounded on all four sides by buildings.

11. matriculate (verb): to enroll in a college or university as a candidate for a degree.

12. tenacity (noun): the quality or property of being tenacious. [tenacious (adjective): pertinacious, persistent, 


stubborn, or obstinate.]

13. pauperism (noun): the state or condition of utter poverty.

14. blithe (adjective): joyous, merry, or gay in disposition; glad; cheerful.

15. complaisance (noun): the quality of being complaisant. [complaisant (adjective): inclined or disposed to 

please; obliging; agreeable or gracious; compliant]

16. infallible (adjective): absolutely trustworthy or sure.

17. abject (adjective): utterly hopeless, miserable, humiliating, or wretched.

18. arcana (noun): a secret; mystery.

19. antipathy (noun): a natural, basic, or habitual repugnance; aversion.

20. rhinoplasty (noun): plastic surgery of the nose.

