AP Language and Composition


Vocabulary List #8 (Words complied from Word Smart: How to Build an Educated 

Vocabulary)

1. abstruce (adjective): hard to understand

2. acerbic (adjective): sour; like acid in temper, mood, or tone

3. acrid (adjective): harshly pungent; bitter

4. acrimonious (adjective): full of spite; bitter; nasty

5. affectation (noun): unnatural or artificial behavior, usually intended to impress

6. aggregate (noun): sum total; a collection of separate things mixed together

7. alacrity (noun): cheerful eagerness or readiness to respond

8. aphorism (noun): a brief, often witty saying; a proverb

9. apotheosis (noun): elevation to divine status; the perfect example of something

10. appreciate (verb): to increase in value

11. approbation (noun): approval; praise

12. assiduous (adjective): hardworking; busy; quite diligent

13. bucolic (adjective): charmingly rustic; rustic; countrylike

14. capricious (adjective): unpredictable; likely to change at any moment

15. chimera (noun): an illusion; a foolish fancy

16. decorous (adjective): proper; in good taste; orderly

17. dilettante (noun): someone with superficial knowledge of the arts; an amateur; a dabbler

18. duplicity (noun): the act of being two-faced; double-dealing; deception

19. ebullient (adjective): boiling; bubbling with excitement; exuberant

20. egregious (adjective): extremely bad; flagrant

