Peer Critique Groups

Roles
Leader (makes sure group is on task, distributes copies, keeps track of essay being revised).

Asks questions like:



Who is going next?



How much time is left?



Are we all ready?



Are we all in agreement?



What do you mean you don’t have any comments?



Can we agree on a grade using the AP scale?  8-9 = qualified for college level work 5-6-7 possibly qualified 3-4 not at the level required for college level work 1-2 serious misinterpretation of paper’s purpose, or serious errors.

Grammar/Mechanic Technician (looks for grammatical, spelling mistakes, keeps track of individual errors for future essays


Asks questions like:



What are the most common grammatical errors?



Why can’t anyone spell there/their or then/than right?



What can the author work on to fix one major grammatical flaw recurring in their paper?



Did you even try using spell check?



Did you even try editing after spell check?



Did they use common grammatical, punctuation, conventions?

Critical Thinking: evaluates level and originality of creative thinking and problem solving.  


Asks questions like:



What is the essay’s main idea?



How strong is that idea?  Is it based on any fallacies?  



Is there sufficient support to prove the thesis?



Do the ideas represent a sophisticated analysis/response or do they simply summarize, restate, or offer a pedestrian response?

Organization: looks for essay as a cohesive unit.


Asks questions like:



Is there a clear beginning middle and end to the essay?



How interesting was the paper’s hook?  (did it do something other than restate the question?)



Did the conclusion function to close the argument in a concise interesting way, or did it merely restate the thesis?



Are the body paragraphs supported and elaborated fully?



Do the body paragraphs relate back to and prove the thesis?



Are main ideas separated into paragraphs?



Does the argument grow from weakest to strongest point?
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