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Chopin’s Life

· Born on February 8, 1850 in St. Louis, Missouri.

· Father, Thomas O’Flaherty, was an Irish immigrant. 

· He became a prominent citizen in St. Louis.

· He died in 1855 when Chopin was five years old. 

· Eliza Faris was Chopin’s mother.

Childhood:

· She was born into the last generation of babies to be raised by slaves.

· Chopin nagged her father so much that he agreed to take her to work with him one day.

· She saw things that “respectable young girls” were not to know anything about.

· This started Chopin’s revolt against keeping young girls ignorant about the world.

· Chopin’s great-grandmother was Victoria Verdon Charleville.

· She spoke only French to Chopin.

· Believed that a woman had to be independent.

· Taught Chopin how to play the piano.

· Chopin attended Sacred Heart Academy.

· She was sent there when she was only five years old.

· Her half-brother George was captured and imprisoned by the Union Army. He died of typhoid fever in 1862. A month later Madame Charleville also died.

· These losses caused Chopin to read even more.

Teen Years:

· Chopin attended many fashionable events.

· Learned how to smoke in New Orleans.

· Became an avid reader of both English and French literature.

· Chopin started a notebook at age seventeen.

· At nineteen, she met and married twenty-five year old Oscar Chopin, a French-Creole businessman.

Married Life:
· Chopin kept a diary during her marriage.

· Oscar’s different family made him an unusual husband.

· He respected Kate and viewed her as an intellectual equal.

· Chopin drank, smoked, and wore different clothing.

· Chopin and Oscar lived in New Orleans.

· Associated with many different ethnic groups.

· She had a habit of roaming the city unaccompanied

· Chopin had six children.

· They spent many summers at Grand Isle, a peaceful Creole retreat in the Gulf of Mexico.

· In 1879, Oscar’s cotton business failed. They moved in with his family in the small French village of Cloutierville, Louisiana.

· The town’s people were shocked by Chopin’s unconventional lifestyle. However, the town grew to love her kindness and charm.

· Oscar died in 1882 from a severe case of swamp fever.

· Chopin and her children moved to St. Louis to live with her mother. 
Kate as a Writer:

· Dr. Frederick Kolbenheyer was her family doctor and close friend.

· He encouraged her to write.

· At thirty-eight and with six children, Chopin began her writing career. 

· Her works first appeared in magazines.

· Vogue, Atlantic Monthly, and Harper’s Young People
· She usually wrote at a fairly rapid pace. Ideas of a story would come to her fully, and she would write down that way with no revisions.

· Maupassant’s “Solitude”

· Edgar Degas

· He entertained Chopin with French gossip and stories. He also told her about his friends (which she later uses in The Awakening).

The Awakening:

· Published in 1899

· Chopin was forty-eight.

· It was condemned for years until it was rediscovered in the 1970s.

· There was rumor that the book was banned and withdrawn from libraries.

· Increased its popularity.

· Unlike Edna, Chopin cared what society thought about her and her book.

· The public viewed her as an ‘immoralist’ and Chopin abandoned writing.

· Chopin died in 1904 of a brain hemorrhage.

History

Around the World:

· France:

· Russia:

United States:

· Gadsen Purchase

· Darwin’s Theory of Evolution

· Civil War

· Reconstruction

· Age of Imperialism

· Spanish-American War

· Women’s Rights Movement

· The belief that women have economic, political, and social equality with men.

· Seneca Falls Convention

· National Woman Suffrage Association

· American Woman Suffrage Association

· Dec. 9, 1896:

Louisiana:
· Seceded from the Union to join Confederacy in 1861.

Literary Movements:
· Romanticism

· Transcendentalism

· Realism

Timeline:

1848 – Seneca Falls Convention, the first women’s rights conference

1853 – Gadsen Purchase, the purchase of California and Arizona

1858 – Darwin’s Theory of Evolution

1861 – Louisiana secedes from the Union to join the Confederacy

1861 – 1865 – Civil War

1865 – 1900 – Reconstruction Era

1868 – Louisiana re-admitted into the Union

1869 – The formation of the National Woman Suffrage Association and the American Woman Suffrage Association

1890 – 1917 – Age of Imperialism

1898 – Spanish- American War
Conflicts

· Edna versus Society

· Edna versus the Mother-Women

· Edna versus Her Emotions

· Passion versus Responsibility
Themes

Independence/Isolation:

·  “There was no human being ..leaving her alone.” (pg. 115)

· “The years that are gone …dupe to illusions all one’s life.” (pg 112)

· “Edna looked straight before her …become antagonistic.” (pg. 53)

Importance of Limited Self Expression:

·  “I love you. Good-by- because I love you.” (pg. 112)

·  “She saw no pictures of solitude.. splendid body.” (pg. 26)

Self Discovery:

·  “A feeling of exultation overtook her… body and her soul.” (pg. 27)

·  “She was flushed … first breath of freedom.” (pg. 19)

· “She felt as if a … beauty and brutality.” (pg. 84)

· “awakening …which she had given being..” (pg. 110)

Symbolism

The Sea (pg. 13, 28, 115)
Birds (pg. 1, 23) 

· “A bird with a broken wing was beating the air above, reeling, fluttering, circling disabled down, down to the water.”

Houses

Music (pg. 26, 64)

Children (pg. 27, 96, 115)
Chopin’s Writing Style

Allusions:

· Chopin’s (not the author) preludes and other pieces. 

· “Edna did not know when the Impromptu…soulful and poignant longing” (pg. 64)

· “The very first chords… sent a keen tremor down Mrs. Pontellier’s spinal column… passions themselves were aroused within her soul..” (pg. 26)

· His music is so passionate that it causes Edna to cry. 

· Contributes to Edna’s ‘awakening.’

· The sonnet  “A Cameo” by Algernon Charles Swinburne


· “There was a graven image of Desire/Painted with red blood on a ground of gold.” (pg. 90)

· Spoken by one of he guests in response to Victor LeBrun’s appearance. 

· Can be applied to Edna’s longing for grand romance that ultimately ends in disaster. 

· The song “Couldst Thou But Know” by Michael William Balfe

· “Ah si tu savais” [if you knew] (pg. 40)

· Robert sang this song to Edna at Grand Isle in the beginning of the novel.

· This ditty is often repeated whenever Edna is thinking about Robert. 

Point of View :

· Utilizes a third person perspective.

· This allows for an objective and critical view. Edna and the other characters are neither praised nor reprimanded for their actions.

· Reader is able to draw his own conclusions and opinions on how characters behave.

· Narrator withholds judgment completely.

Naturalistic Imagery:

· Creates a romantic and natural setting. 

· Examples:

· “The voice of the sea is seductive…” (pg. 13 and on 115)

· Note the use of alliteration to simulate the sound of waves.

· “But there was a breeze blowing, a choppy..”  (pg. 15)

· “..rare odors abroad – a tangle of the sea smell..” (pg. 27)

Diction - Inclusion of French Words:

· Creates a foreign, free spirited atmosphere. 

· “Romantic Language”

· Regionalism (Creole Culture)

· Isolated the Creole society from the rest of the upper class aristocracy. 

· Some of the French phrases foreshadow future events.

Foreshadowing

·  “I see Léonce isn’t coming back.” (pg. 4)

· “Don’t go; don’t go! Oh!..” (pg. 109)

· “A quick vision of death smote her soul..” (pg. 28)

· “It is a sad spectacle to see the weaklings bruised, exhausted, fluttering back to earth.” (pg. 83)

Figurative Language

· Similes:

· “She missed him the days when some pretext served..” (pg. 27)

· “All the tearing emotion of the last few hours..”  (pg. 112)

· “She felt as if a mist had been lifted from her eyes..” (pg. 84)

· “It was like a shadow..” (pg. 6)

· Metaphors:

· “She missed him the days when some pretext served..” (pg. 27)

· “All the tearing emotion of the last few hours..”  (pg. 112)

· Personification:

· “But the night sat lightly upon the sea and the land...” (pg. 27)

· “The foamy wavelets curled up to her white feet..”  (pg. 115)

· “..water-oaks had ceased to moan as they bent their heads.” (pg 32)

Suspense

· “’I hope it isn’t Arobin,’ he muttered...” (pg. 71)

· “A quick vision of death smote her soul..” (pg. 28)

Setting 

What is the importance of each setting and how are the characters affected in this environment?

· Grand Isle

· New Orleans

· Pigeon house

· Sea

Major Events

· Conversations with Adele (page 9)

· Mademoiselle Reisz’s music (pages 25-26)

· Learning to swim (pages 27-28)

· Cheniere Caminada/ Madame Antoine’s house (pages 34-39)

· Edna finds out that Robert is going to Mexico (pages 41-45)

· Edna throws her wedding ring (page 52)

· Edna reads Robert’s letter (page 64)

· Mr. Pontellier goes to Doctor Mandelet (pages 65-67)

· Alcee Arobin (page 77 and 83)

· Edna admits she loves Robert to Mademoiselle Reisz (page 81)

· Edna moves into the pigeon house (page 84)

· “Grand event” dinner (page 87-91)

· Robert returns (page 97)

· Robert’s goodbye letter (page 112)

· Suicide (page 116)

Characters
· Edna Pontellier

· Mademoiselle Reisz

· Madame Ratignolle

· Léonce Pontellier

· Robert LeBrun

· Alcee Arobin

