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U. 5. SORIA OFFICE
CALLED SPY CENTER

’ a.nd mlhtary informatmn—the sec-

recy of -which was necessary for
the well-being and security of Bul-
garia~-and. with preparing to leave
the: country during 1949 mthou
official' consent. .

“Mr, Shipkov and Mr. Kratunkov.

are accused of falsifying officjal:

Esplonage lndlctment Agamst documents, and-theé latter of pos-

. Five Bulgarlans Impllcates_
Heeth: in Alleged Plot

" Speclal to TaE-New York TIMES,

‘SOFIA,;" Bulgaria, Feb., 21—An

mdmtment against five Bulgarians
charged with spying on behalf of :
the United States, which was pub-

sessing firearms without permis-
sion. . All.are charged. under an
article of the Penal Code that pro-
vides . pumshment of death orlife
imprisonment.-

cusations .of United States ‘im-
‘perialistic activity in' the Balkans

after World War II and especially
‘Bulgaria through Georgi M.

lished. here today, assertéd that Dmntrov former Agrarian leader

the United States Legation in Sofia

now in the United States. It said

had_been turned “info a center of that Mr. Dimitrov escaped to the,

plots and espionage. against the
‘_People s. Republic of Bulgaria. ”

“The 5,000-word indictment issued
Dy the Sofia district prosecutor
contained the alleged. confession of
one of the prisoners implicating
Dongald. R. Heath, United  States
Minister in. Sofia, and other lega-
tion officials.

Named in the indictment were
Michail Todorov Shipkov, -39, for-
mer translator In the United States
Legatlon, Jivka Tomova Rindova,
32, former United States Lega-
tion telephone operator; Stefan
Georgiev 'Kratunkov, 23, former
student; Nikola Lubomirov Zanov,
23, and Vassil Malchev, 19. A.ll
are Bulgarian subjects.’

They are charged with espionage
ag agents. of the American Intelli-
gence Service to which they al-

United States: with the aid of an
American political representative

- in Sofia, Maynard Barnes, and was

replaced. -by Nikola, Petkov who
split the Agrarian Union and
created an opposition center under
the direct leadership of Mr. Barnes.
After the elimination of this
“plot ting organization” and the ar-
rest of Mr, Petkov, the indictment
said, Mr. Barnes was unmasked
and forced to leave Bulgaria. “The
hostile activity of Barnes was con-
tinued by Heath,” the indictment
said,

:Recalling the tnal of Protestant
pastors and of Traicho Kostov, the
indictment continued:

- “All. this shows that United
States diplomatic . representatives
in Sofia turned the American
Legation into a center of plots and
espionage against the People s Re-

“legedly supplted political, economic public of Bulgaria.”

The indictment gave extracts of
Mr. Shipkov's written statements
confessing his activity as a spy of
{ the British- and American Intelli

1 rence Services, which it said he had

begun as official liaison officer of
Bulgarian military authorities to
the Allied Control Commission's
British section., The alleged con-
fession revealed his contacts with
Gen, William  Oxley, lLiead of the

. British Military Mission, and secret
. The’ mdlctment hegan w1th ac-

information -that he supplied to
General Oxley about the movement
of Soviet troops in Bulgana. and of
other matters

Shipkov allegedly said
through General Oxley that he
came into contact “with United
States Legation Secretary Robert
J. Strong and Mr, Barnes,.

After dismissal from the Bulgar.

ian Army, the indictment said, Mr
Shipkov was appointed as a trans-
lator in the United States Lega-
tion by Mr, Barnes.
i Mr, Shipkov was said to confess
jthat he supplied . important in-
formation such ag production, ca-
pacity, number of workmen, equip-
ment and the annual 1ndex of a
coal mine to Mr, Strong and that
to Mr. Heath he gave information
concerning a Tresolution of the
Communist party’s plenary session
last June.

According to the alleged confes-
sion, he informed Mr, Heath about
this warning and Mr. Heath ad-
vised him not to call at the police
again but to hide himself in the

Legation. This he did from Aug.
20, 1949, until Feb, 11, accordmg to
the confession, _
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