Pentecostal Pastor DeniesHe's Traitor At Trial in Sofia
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Pe}ltecostal Pastor
Dexnes He’s Traitor
I Ai: "Trial. in Sofia

b < By Edward"M. Korry -

Sofia, Bulgaria, March 1 (UP)—-
A -small-town Pentacostal pastor*
stood up in Sofia district court to-
day and denied that he spied
against or betrayed Communist
Bulgaria. !

He was Ladin Ivanov Popov, 36,
the twelfth of 15 Protestant pas-,
tors to testify and the only who did|
not plead total guilt and beg re-
pentance for espionage, treason,
and black market currency deal-;
ings.

Testimony of the 15 ended to-'
day. and the three-member court,;
rushing toward a Monday sentenc-
ing deadline, called 21 of 80 sched-’
uled witnesses before it adjourncd
!untll Wednesday.

All the witnesses testified that
lt.he defendants had asked them for
‘mformation .

i Popov admitted he carried out
l1lle;gaul financial transactions and,
irepented for that. But under steadya
hammering of the prosecutor, he
maintained, “I transmitted no in-
formation ... my ¢l -cience is’
clear on that.” !

The other seven ministers
heard today stayed within the pre-
vious pattern of the trial, con-|
fessing to all charges, repenting]
and asking mercy. But where those
before them had wept and wailed,
{most of those who testified today

re calm.

The session brought forth the
‘ﬁrst hint of how authorities un-
icovered the alleged plot against
:the government,

Defendant Mitko Mateev Di-
Imitrov, 39-year-old Baptist pastor

from Sofia. said his conscience
began to bother him in 1948 and
'thus three months before my ar-
rest I told about my involvement
to the authorities.” Dimitrov was
\arrcstcd Jast summer.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



