CHRISTIAN COUNTY GHOST HUNTERS SOCIETY

ccghs@charter.net
700 North Ridge Ave

Taylorville, IL 62568

(217) 823-0644              (217) 823-0645

Investigation Protocols
Being a part of the team has its rewards. You will learn how to work with others. You will become a better person. Investigators play a big role in CCGHS. They help take photos, bring ideas to the group, protect one another, make reports and may even be on television. You are the backbone of the CCGHS as you will be the one who is out there seeing the activity and documenting it. Being an investigator means forming friendships and leadership skills. You will also learn social skills and much more.

 
1) Researcher: They do background search on the location. They go to the local library, Historical Society, County Court house and find out what the weather was like at time of the occurrence and if there were any planes in the air or weather balloons. They also interview the witnesses and gather any info and evidence they have.  A Researcher also prepares a presentation for the Onsite Investigators before the main investigation. This is for the people who do not want face to face contact. They must also write a report and give it to the Founders along with any info they came up with plus they need to keep a journal for their selves. A file will be made.
2) Onsite Investigator: Are the ones who are ready to go face to face with the phenomena.  They operate the equipment. They take photos, video, and audio.  Along with watching the weather and temperature changes. They also do both day time and night time investigations. Day time is to help survey the area so they can point safe walking paths plus seen were the phenomena occurred during the night time hours. This is for the people who want face to face contact. They must write a report and give it to the Founders along with info and evidence gathered. They must also keep a journal.
3) Both: This is for people who are interesting in the research and face to face contact. Rules apply for this position has for Researcher and Onsite Investigator.
4) No smoking: This can cause false mists in the pictures
5) No not take pictures in the snow, rain, fog, high wind, or when dust is kicked up. This can cause fake mists and orb pictures.

6) No drugs or alcohol before, during, or after the investigation

7) If we are in the cemetery and there is trash clean it up. Document any destruction that was there when we arrived.  If something can be fixed and we can do it, then do it. This will gain the respect and trust of the community and open more doors for us. 
8) There will be no disrespect of the property, clients, or each other.

9) No trespassing on private property or after closing hours at a public place. Must have permission first or investigate from the side of the public road. 

10) Be careful of what you photograph, make sure there are no reflective surfaces, animals, other people, cars, or any other surfaces or lights. This can cause false orbs. Make note of were the light was coming from.

11) Do not use offensive language. We know accidents happen and you might slip once in awhile. 

12) Use a candle, flashlight, or laser, to see if there are any dust particles in the air. If so make note, these particles can show up on video and photos as orbs.
13) Make sure nothing is in the way of your camera lens, like straps, hair, fingers, cobwebs and such. Some of these can cause fake orbs or vortexes. 

14) When on a investigation do not wear perfume or cologne. Some spirits make their self known to us my smell. 

15) Do not take photos directly into any light source

16) Make sure your film is at one temperature. Taking from Hot to Cold can cause Fog on your film.

17) Keep a log of everything, from what you see with your own eyes, to what you hear, to where you pointed your camera at and took a picture. 

18) We do not do séances, talking boards, or psychics on the investigation unless the client says they want one done.
19) We TRY   helping the spirits to cross over.

20) We do not perform chants, ritual or any ceremonies. Please do this at home right before the investigation. 

21) Look at the negatives to make sure they match your photo. Make sure they are not damage in anyway.

22) When taking audio everyone must be quiet, no whispering, if you need to talk say it in a normal tone voice and make a note of it on the audio recorder.

23) If there is a sighting, stay calm and if possible get it captured on film of some kind.  Main thing is do not put yourself in danger. 

24) All ways have a positive attitude. You will get more results then a negative attitude. Plus if you have a negative attitude and negative spirit can attach itself to you and you might bring something home that you do not want to.

25) Make sure the history (Researchers Job) is known about the location. It can explain allot.

26) Make sure you do a daytime investigation first then a night time one. This is enforced with cemetery investigations and land investigation, along with abandon buildings.  This way you can make yourself a up to date map of the location and the sightings. Then at night you can have a walk way so no one gets hurt, and know were things are. 

27) First you must look for a natural reason for the occurrences. If you do not know at that time then take your evidence that you have and research it before presenting it to the clients.

28) Remember there is no such thing as an expert in this field. There are experts in other fields that can help out with this field like automatics, plumbers, photographers, electricians, meteorologist, surveyors, and much more.

29) I do not expect you to know anything entering this. And you do not need to spend the money to become certified. 

Signing this states that you have read the Investigation Protocols and that you agree to them. Knowing if you break them you can and will be banned from the group.
______________________________


_____________________________

CCGHS Member Signature
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