Essay 1: Your Field of Study in the Past:
Land Administration, my field in the past

Land administration constitutes the fundamental basis of general management of a nation. It thus has very important functions of adapting to national reconstruction, economic development, social security and assurance of overall interests and properties of the general public.

The first cadastral system in Vietnam was established by the Le dynasty in 1490. It is a DEED system in service for the nationwide land administration focusing on the utmost collection of agricultural tax. Meanwhile Hong Duc Law, the first Vietnamese law, was promulgated, of which 60 articles were about the land. The second cadastral system was established in Vietnam for nearly 31 years from 1805 to 1836 by the Nguyen dynasty. It is also a DEED system containing 10,044 volumes of cadastral books that covered 18 thousand communes all over the country. Meanwhile Gia Long Law, the second Vietnamese law, was promulgated, of which 14 articles were to regulate the civil and administrative relation on housing, land and rice tax.

On their first arrival to Vietnam in the mid-19th century (1858), the French, without any delay, started making cadastral maps with coordinates and setting up new cadastral books so as to strengthen their agricultural tax collection in rural areas and further control markets of real property in urban areas. It is the third cadastral system established in Vietnam.

Soon after the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (former name of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam) was founded, Vietnam suffered from wars for 30 years from 1945 to 1975. Land administration was ignored in the following 1975 - 1986 period because of the centralized planning economy model. In the first half of 80s of the last century, Vietnam’s economy had very low productivity in agriculture, which caused lack of food for social needs. The economic solution to this problem was based on the allocation of agriculture land to individuals and households. This policy has brought Vietnam into the position as one of the three leading countries of rice export in the world. 

In 1986 the State of Vietnam decided to innovate its economic system under the market economy model managed by the State. Since then, land administration has been regarded significantly to secure political stability, social justice and economic development. The National Assembly first approved the Vietnamese land law in 1988. After having been carried out, some articles proved not to be encouraging enough for development of the market economy. A revised land law was therefore promulgated and approved by the National Assembly in 2001, called the 2001 Land Law.
In early 1994 Vietnam Government decided to establish the General Department of Land Administration (GDLA) by merging and reorganizing two state bodies: General Department of Land Management and National Department of Surveying and Mapping. The land administration system of Vietnam is a nationwide four-level system including the GDLA at the central level belonging to the Government, Department of Land Administration (DLA) at provincial level belonging to People’s Committee of Province, Bureau of Land Administration (BLA) at district level belonging to People’s Committee of District, and one or two Land Officers in each commune. The land administration bodies are responsible for land management and survey - mapping. The tasks are as follows:
· Preparation of land legislation and land policies to submit to Authorized State Bodies for consideration and approval;

· Implementation of cadastral system including land register, cadastral mapping, cadastral documentation, land tenure certificate issuance, and land record system update;

· Land investigation and inventory for land classification, land assessment, and land valuation;

· Land statistics and current land use mapping; 

· Long term and annual land use planning;

· Land inspection;

· Solutions to land disputes;

· Reference geodetic system definition, coordinates and leveling control network construction;

· Aerial-satellite imagery management;

· Hydrographic survey;

· Topographic map and base map systems establishment for inland and seabed;

· National Geo-database and Land-database management.

Vietnam’s Government decided to use the state budget for implementation of the land administration system. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) is the regulating authority for land administration at the central government level. MONRE was established on the base of the combination of the GDLA and some other departments in 2002. Its main duty is the execution of the State administration on land, surveying and mapping and some other fields in the whole country.

When I started studying at university in 1997, I chose the filed of Land Administration. I have known it is a new field at universities in Vietnam after GDLA was established in 1994 but it is very important in the society. We had been taught Geography, Geographic Information System, Geomantic, Remote Sensing, Land Information System, Land planning, Land Statistics, Land valuation, Land Assessment, Cadastral Documentation System, Land Registration and Real Estate Market, and some other subjects. I am interested in GIS and LIS for land planning, Urban Planning, Land Registration and Real Estate Market.

I finished my study course with Graduation thesis: “Modernizing the system of Cadastral Documentation for State Administration on Land”. It was finished by instructions of Prof. DSc. Dang Hung Vo, Vice Minister of Natural Resources and Environment. Its main purpose is to build the software for cadastral documentation system management.
Now, I have been working for Vietnam Research Institute of Land Administration (VIRILA). It is a science unit of MONRE. I can use ArcGIS software for land planning and work as a programmer to write some softwares for land management. The ArcGIS software is provided for us by Environment System Research Institute (ESRI - USA). In the future, we are going to establish the National Land Resource Database in the whole country by GIS technology. Land database will be a multipurpose database; it can be integrated into some other databases.
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