Daniel Stewart

CH 21 Question – Elite Boarding Schools: Curricula as Cultural Capital

1) In American society it is commonly assumed that whether or not people succeed is determined by the degree to which they work hard to develop their talents.  Still, it seems likely that some people have the advantage.  In the competition to succeed, what advantages do students who attend boarding school seem to have?  How important will these advantages be in the competition for success in the world of adults?

Then, think more generally: What kinds of advantages do students who attend public schools in middle-class neighborhoods have over students who attend public schools in the poor neighborhoods?  How important are these advantages?

The American ideal is that of one honoring good, hard, American work.  Hard workers get paid what they deserve and they are role model heroes.  Realistically, the case is not as such.  Hard workers’ pay may or may not reflect the degree of their efforts.  On the other end of the spectrum, there can be people who sometimes seem like they do not work hard, yet are paid generously.  As the value of money is raised highly in American culture, the spotlight can be distracted from other important aspects such as safety, ethics, honesty, workplace unity, and others.  Getting a job is dependent on and influenced by many things:  educational degrees, job experience, relationship biases, and others.  Legally, educational and professional histories are considerable, although many other credentials are considered in a hiring situation.
It is obvious that boarding school students would be more prepared for a job in comparison to public school students.  The robust and well rounded curriculum of boarding schools incorporates many academic, artistic, and even physical education subjects.  Now, whether this extensive educational background is necessary for all jobs is disputable.  Certainly, higher education jobs would require a more thorough background, but I would assume most boarding school graduates would continue on in their education to a well known college.  This is the immediate advantage for boarding school students: prestigious colleges, according to the reading in the chapter, will give more of a consideration to them rather than if they only had a “regular” school degree.  So, eventually, this advantage would play out in a boarding school student’s career in the world of adults after the completion of college, when higher-end employers would be seeking degree bearing job applicants, giving consideration to which school the degree may be from.
More generally, comparing middle-class and poor neighborhood schools highlights certain parallels.  Although one would think middle-class schools would turn out students with a better preparedness, I think it is not as much a matter of an academic aspect of preparedness.  What I mean is this:  from my limited understanding of public schools across different neighborhoods, counties, and even states, I would think that, across the board, the educational material covered would be of a similar requirement and quota.  I would think that the curriculum would look mostly similar for say, all public high schools.  I know different classes are offered at different schools and different neighborhoods attract a different demographic of people’s educations, characters, backgrounds, and even general attitudes and outlooks, but as a general whole, I would think most public high schools, at least ones in the same state would require a certain almost universal curriculum.
I do believe there are many factors that go into an education, many of which have nothing to do with books, homework, or tests.  To me, these factors include social acceptance, friendships, home backgrounds, and other influences on the students.  My belief is that if a student coming out of even the most rough neighborhood, has positive and correct influences, he or she has the ability to excel to the marks of even a boarding school student.  Although a lot of hard work from the “bad neighborhood” student would be required, isn’t it also required of the boarding school student?  It seems like the higher standard imposed on the boarding school students creates a culture (a culture not just in school, but in parents and even the neighborhoods of these boarding schools) of productive, industrious students, while a school in a culture of lower standard would present that idea to students that not working your hardest is acceptable.  I think the difference is not in an individual’s innate, so to speak, ability, but I believe the difference is a product of solid leadership in a young child’s or young adult’s life.  In my opinion, this solid leadership would include, but not be limited to, providing love and acceptance, safety, challenges and responsibilities, friendship, fun, counsel, and most importantly, Godly influences.
I think in poorer neighborhoods, there are more distractions* and less positive influences and leaders in young kid’s and young adult’s lives, whereas nicer, middle-class neighborhoods would have the opposite: less distractions and more positive influences.

These advantages and disadvantages are absolutely and wholly important and should be weighed in the development of young students’ lives!

* Distractions in this context deal with an individual’s safety, noise levels at schools libraries, disturbances by other students, parents, friends, etc, and others.  A distraction would be anything disrupting one’s unique and careful process of learning.
