Good afternoon. My name is Mohammed Aljanabi. I'd like to welcome you all here. Today I am going to tell you about my experience and about detention centres.

I was in Woomera Detention Centre for seven months.

Firstly there are many problems in [the] Middle East like governments persecuting their people, a lot of people sent to jail for a long time, some of them never coming back, like my brother: he was taken away 21 years ago. at the moment I don't know where he is, [whether] he is alive or no. I am not just talking about myself, there are many people like me.

And another problem [is the] economic embargo against the Iraqi people. It has [been in force for] 11 years against the Iraqi people. This situation has forced and pushed too many people to flee their own country and become refugees, leaving behind them their families and beloved ones. I left Iraq 10 years ago to Jordan, then to Turkey, then to Iran, then to Pakistan, and [then]I came back to Iran again. I moved between those countries from jail to jail, from crisis to crisis, sometimes I had no place to live and sometimes I had no food to eat myself. Then [the] Iranian government pushed us to leave their country or they [would] send us back to Iraq, and I decided to come to Australia.

And the sad tragedy started again in Australia when many refugees have ridden rough seas risking their lives seeking [a] peaceful haven in this country which is ruled by laws. Why [has] Australia locked [people] up in camps. In Woomera desert we have lost human rights, not being able to get in touch or make contact with our families. In addition [there is] psychological war against us, like 'you don't deserve living in Australia,' or 'you are not welcome.' And the media and human rights organisations' representatives are forbidden to have access to these camps, and many times they told us that [the] Australian people rejected [us]. I want to say "Who is [really] from Australia?". We know that Captain Cook discovered this country: if there is one who has a right to live in this country it is the Aboriginies. All of us, we know where we came from: different countries - England, France, Italy, Greece, Spain, Iraq, Egypt, Africa, Germany. We should be here like brothers and sisters.

In Woomera Detention Centre they told is 'next month you will have [a] visa, and next month finished and they said again next month, they want just to keep us for a long time without any reason. And after six months we broke out of the detention centre. We called  'we want freedom.' We stayed in Woomera town for two days. It was too cold . We stayed without any food or drink and we won. We took our freedom.

And after that a few refugees were granted temporary visas for three years, which is practically a sort of compulsory supervised residency. They are deprived of the very basic human rights. They are not allowed [access] to the family reunion scheme or travel. We sincerely wonder what does this temporary visa mean? And what will happen to us after three years? Are we going to be sent back to the country of violence, of wars and serious danger of death? Or are we going to be kept again in detention centres?

America wants to start a third world war. It has become [a situation of] all people homeless, hungry, and more refugees. Do you know what war means? It means killing, displacement, homelessness. I'd like to say no war, no to racism.

In conclusion I would like to say do you know what it means [when] someone has no country, or he has lost his country, or he feels no safety in his country? Do you know what it means [when] someone has lost his identity? He lives from country to another country, from jail to jail, he can't reach his family.

I leave all these questions to you. Thank you.

