There are many different views on the subject of Witchcraft and Paganism, but does one singular view on a spiritual subject hold the absolute truth?  Some religions thrive on pointing fingers and having a “my way is the only way or else…” mentality.  I believe it is essential to see things from many perspectives and form a personal opinion therein.  It is wrong to see only one side of a story or theory and not take alternate views into account.  Many philosophers say, “God is dead,” which points to the fact that bible-based rulings and punishments are no longer practiced, at least in America.  That thought, along with the scripture no longer ruling all things, allows an opening for new spiritual doorways.  There is a tremendous rise in Earth-based spirituality, which can easily be classified as Paganism.  Rather than Paganism replacing religions, the “Craft of the Wise” as it is often referred to, sees the knowledge that all spiritual-based paths hold.  An old saying that many practitioners live by is “An’ it harm none, do as thou wilt,” which also implies being a positive and reverent individual.


Summer Woodsong is a high priestess of one Wiccan coven.  In an article that she wrote, she stated, “There is a huge difference in a religion such as Paganism with its open-minded definition of content and standards – and other religions with strict standards of belief, behavior and acceptability.”  I respect the article that she wrote on the topic and her recognition of difference between Paganism and other religions.  Conversely, my main qualm is that she overemphasizes the religious aspect much more so than focusing on the fact that Paganism is a way of life.  Woodsong’s view on the topic is that Witchcraft is both a religion and spiritual walk of life.  To me, however, there is a big difference between the two.  I could easily classify myself a witch and a Pagan, but would not necessarily consider myself Wiccan. Wicca is more of a modern-day eclectic path, using ritualism and deity-recognition from many Pagan cultures.  Wicca is a religion, as Paganism leaves itself much more open to spiritual freedom in the sense that it is more about personally walking a conscious path, rather than set-in-stone ways, which Wicca includes to an extent.  Lately, more good light has been shed on the subject, which is much needed at this time, considering the truth of Paganism has been repressed for about 2000 years.  The “God is dead” mentality gives a chance and allowance for ancient practices and ritualism to resurface.  The positive and loving aspect of Pagan spirituality needs to be brought to more peoples’ attention.  “Wicca and Pagan beliefs are, in many ways, philosophies of pragmatism.  We deeply believe that every person has the right to their own view, path and philosophy,” quotes Woodsong.  I believe that the narrow view of Christianity, along with its judgmental and intolerant ways of thinking, has caused a great deal of harm for quite some time.


I also read the article  “An Earth Religion?” by Anthony Link.  At first glance, I was uncertain as to whether the author is Pagan or not, but upon reading the article more thoroughly, I see that he does walk an Earth-based Pagan path and promotes peace through it.  Even though the article has “religion” in its title, he seems to move beyond the “religious” limitations through words.  I especially like his analogies of everything being equal to Earth/Spirit.  “What exactly does ‘Earth’ mean?” Link says, “Is your kitchen table part of the Earth?  Does it have an Earth Spirit? And what about the food you eat at that table?  Your favorite jewelry?  The answer here is obviously ‘yes.’  It’s not always easy to bridge the gap between broad spiritual concepts and tangible everyday things. …Perhaps you can find an aspect of the Earth on the streets you travel each day, even if those streets are filled with busy traffic. Perhaps you can find an aspect of the Earth within your home-town, your neighborhood, your home, your own bed,” The author is basically saying that the more of Earth we see and observe, the more we can revere and thank the Earth energy which is all around us.  The author seems to have the ability to grasp either one part or another of a person’s thought pattern and question its validity.  For example, his questioning of perception, “We too are part of the Earth, not something separate.  We are linked to it, part of the same whole… While you may discover the mysteries of nature by watching a river flow, you can also find a few lessons by watching a railroad.  Can the hot and cold knobs of your faucet help you understand balance between opposites?  Can pondering your electrical outlets give you new sources of energy?  Can the telephone help you feel how all things link together?  Can washing and waxing your floor teach you anything about cleansing and protecting yourself from negativity?”  Many questions reigning throughout most of the paper shows me that the author wishes for the reader to question themselves and their thoughts to a greater depth.  I respect these analogies greatly and hope some people will question the reality they see!  Then again, does this make all religion a bad thing?  I certainly do not believe so, as I see true spirituality as breaking the barrier of confining words including religious titles.


“I am Pagan” is written by practicing witch Selena Fox.  In the article, Fox basically explains her practices and views on life, “I am a part of the whole of nature; the Rocks, the Animals, the Plants, the Elements and Stars are my relatives.  Other humans are my sisters and brothers… I celebrate the changing seasons, the turning of the Wheel… I work magic by the Moon to help and to heal others, the Planet and myself… I embrace Pantheism, acknowledging that the Divine is everywhere and in everything.”  Fox explains her connectedness with the seasons, elements and infinite cycles of life, which I respect greatly.  She explains the flowing spirals connecting each thing with the next. Fox explains her honoring of all life and existence and being centered with it all.  This is one of the best-written articles about the path, in my opinion, greatly because it focuses on connectedness and seeing things beyond the immediate.


From my observations and spirituality, I see that all positive and reverent personal paths have similar values, no matter what religion (or lack thereof) the person feels comfortable in.  To me, it is about seeing and knowing these values rather than being told to believe them.  One must keep in mind that titles of any kind are simply skin-deep; words only point the way.  My type of spirituality can be labeled under many words, such as Enlightenment, Awareness, Consciousness, Ascension, One-ness, etc., all of which are attainable whilst here on the Earth Plane.  I see no absolute separation between others, and myself between the stars and the Earth, the elements and the animals.  I see that all things intertwine and work in synchronicity.  I perceive that all emotions are part of another and that polar opposites form pure balance.  It is obvious to me that Spirit is everything, including Gods and Goddesses of all cultures (simply divine aspects), the elements, emotions, words, this paper, and all things.  There is nothing that Spirit is not, and there is no disassociation between one thing and the next.  This is something that the Buddhist religion often refers to as the Universal One-ness.


In his book Spell of the Sensuous, author David Abram compares scientific and spiritual studies.  Agreeably, he sees the two as having a number of parallels.  “A scientist, too, must take time off from his measurements and analyses to interact straightforwardly with a familiar world that is never explicitly schematized and defined.  It is precisely from his experience in this preconception and hence ambiguous world that an individual is first drawn to become a scientist, to adopt the ways of speaking and seeing that are acknowledged as appropriate by the scientific community.”


One must question the accuracy of all things, including these words I write.  As aforementioned, words are simply a tool, which point the way.  In conclusion, I think the statement “God is dead” is not necessarily a negative thing to say, but an intelligent analytical viewpoint of the world’s dying fascination with Christianity.  If people could “Free themselves from mental slavery,” as singer Bob Marley quoted in one of his tunes, I believe the world could be filled with a much greater energy of harmony and tolerance.  Truth must be experienced to be truly known. One must lift the ‘veil from their eyes’ to ‘See,’ and walk nobody’s path but their own.

