FREEDOM TO CHOOSE IN THIER GOD 

By Samhaincat

If you are a Pagan you already know some of the interesting situations that mainstream America places us in.  I have wondered for quite some time if everyone has totally forgotten the phrase from the Constitution that guarantees us “Freedom of Religion”.  That beautiful First Amendment is so very often infringed upon.  Take for example my last visit to the hospital.  The receptionist asked what my religious preference was and I replied “Pagan”.  She quickly informed me that “was not an option”  So I said “Okay, I’m also Wiccan”  “Wicker?  Is that some kind of furniture?”  In exasperation I queried, “Okay how about Asatru?”  She became stumped and asked, “Is that English?”  As I grew more and more interested, dappled by a mix of anger and entertainment I asked, “How about Satanism?”  “How about Luciferianism?”  “Hindu?”  Finally I had hit gold when I said “Buddhist.”  At least if I died on the operating table I was going to see the Good Man Himself and be reincarnated.  Hopefully not into a slug…  

It appears to me that Christianity is forced upon us in far too many aspects of our lives.  We are singled out as weirdoes and harassed by local police.  Even our money is a glaring “In (their) god we (are supposed to) trust.”  Not to mention all of the strange people who wander to my doorstep asking me if I have found Jesus.  My replies are usually either “No, have you checked the lost and found?”  or “Why yes I have, have you found Ra?”  Generally any of the Capricornian comments that I make tend to make them look at me rather oddly.  

Now it is presented to us that the Pledge of Allegiance is unconstitutional.  I can recall many school days of being punished as I refused to recite those words of “under god”.  Many times I was sentenced to detention either for flat out refusing to bow before the fist of Christian rule, as I was raised Pagan, or inserting any of my interesting monologues such as “under Zeus” or “under the gods and goddesses”.

The Elders of my family have long whispered to the winds and spoken to the great totems that be and have told me that times are changing.  Now I see with my own eyes.  Times are a changin’, will we be able to fight for our freedom in the Land of the Free and Home of the Brave?  

DID YOU KNOW?

“Under god” was added in 1954, when President Eisenhower fueled a campaign to enrich American’s lives with Christianity.   Um…seperation between church and state Anyone??!!

