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Characteristics of an Effective Teacher

There are several characteristics a person must possess in order to be an effective teacher.  If you want to be a success in the field of education you need certain skills and personality to reach your students.  There are studies that show which traits in teachers’ students are most responsive too.  The five traits that showed up at the top time and time again were clarity, variability, enthusiasm, task oriented and business like structure, and giving student the opportunity to learn materials.  All five can be very useful when applied to teaching styles in the correct proportions according to teachers’ diverse personalities.
The first characteristic a teacher must have in order to be effective educators is clarity.  Clarity is incredibly important to students’ success.  If teachers’ lessons or instructions are not clear to their students there will be problems from the very beginning. Clarity is the basis on which task are carried out.  Teachers must make sure to clearly lay out materials in order for their students to absorb the materials correctly.  However, teachers must be careful not to run material into the ground by overly clarifying or stressing points.  Students may become bored with monotonous lecture that is unnecessary causing them to lose interest and not learn the objectives at all.  As a teacher you want to find the happy medium between just enough clarity and still allowing students enough stimulation to problem solve on their own and stay engaged.
Variability is also a key tool in being a successful educator. If you always do the same old routine day after day students will most likely grow bored with a teachers lessons and not give them the attention they deserve.  When teachers decide to change up the classroom activities on occasion in order to keep students involved and stimulated they students are more likely to acquire the information.  Students will be more apt to learn from lessons that are unique and stand out from others.  Variability can however work against a teacher when overused.  The use of variability can become a distraction rather than an aid to students.  It is important for treacher to explore new avenues in order to stimulate their students, but they must be careful not to deviate to far from the task at hand while trying to gain the attention of the students.
A third significant characteristic a teacher must possess is enthusiasm.  If a teacher is not enthusiastic about the subject they teach then the students are very unlikely to be enthusiastic about learning about the subject.  Teachers must do their best to convey to students that they truly believe in what they are teaching in order to students to really buy into what they are being taught.  Teachers do however have to be mindful of their behavior. If they are too animated students may mistake that for being childish and have difficulty taking the teacher seriously. It is important for teachers to show students they are passionate, while maintaining a knowledgeable and mature manner to keep from losing credibility.
Another essential characteristic is a structured, task oriented, and business like environment.  This will not only help the students in the classroom but outside in completing their day to day duties as well.  This type of structured environment can be key in helping students reach goals they have set for themselves by giving them the skills to work through their tasks step by step through completion of the job.  Although it is imperative to maintain structure in the classroom teachers must be careful to not be to overly critical, and make sure the environment is not oppressive and stifles the students’ creativity.  
The fifth, and what I believe to be the most important teaching characteristic is allowing your students the opportunity to learn the material.  Regardless of how clear, enthusiastic, variable, or structured you are, if your students aren’t given the opportunity to apply the information to their lives there is a small chance they will take it to heart.  Students need to be given situations to practice the information and skills in order make sure students really grasp the concept.  If teachers rely solely on students to comprehend information on just a listening basis alone they run a high risk of wasting both their own as well as the students valuable education time.  The time will be best utilized with situational practices.
It is vital to a teacher’s success as an educator to be a multi dimensional in teaching style.  All characteristics are important in maintaining students’ attention, and keeping them engaged in their lessons.  To truly be effective a teacher must have some trace of each of these elements to make sure they are useful to all their students not just the majority.
