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Higher Level Thinking Exam Discussion

Today in secondary education high stakes testing are inevitable. Therefore, in order for agriculture science teachers and the programs they run to remain relevant we must redesign our programs to integrate these testing processes.  With schools pushing harder and harder to make the grades and maintain high scores it is important for our agriculture science departments to prove their necessity. It is not always the case to have a supportive administration, so any way you can help out with school ratings is a way to secure your spot in the school. Not only that but as a teacher it should be at the top of our list to help our students in any way we can to be successful. Becoming a part of the solution is the first step to doing so. Instead of complaining about the test we should gear our energy and creativity to helping our student achieve acceptable grades on the test. We are no help to our students if we do not prepare them for success.

Although creating test like this takes a little more time and effort, the problem solving skills they help your students acquire will aid them much more than just recall and memorization test. Isn’t that the goal as a teacher is to truly challenge your students so they walk away from your class with skills and knowledge that will help them succeed in life?  There will be the possibility of students grades dropping once higher level thinking test are incorporated into the classroom, but it is a much better learning experience when the students are challenged, and have to use their reasoning to decipher through the objectives before them.

With this type of formatting not only will students be comfortable and used to the formatting used on the TAKS examinations used in the state of Texas, but they will also gain great problem solving and reasoning skills that can be very beneficial to them not only in school but throughout their lives.

