To Whom It May Concern:

Serving  as Elizabeth Biska’s  teacher-supervisor   from  California   State University   at Northridge  from 1999-2000,  I  observed her classes at North Hollywood High School bi-weekly, always unannounced, when I had opportunities to see a master educator emerging.  What was my assigned work became my distinct pleasure.

A strong presence, using several modalities, Ms Biska reached countless students.  With a dramatic flair for teaching, she made a positive impact on them.  Her pupils were always on task; the agenda was on the board, music beckoned to greater effort, bulletin boards boasted students’ accomplishments – - all pointed to Ms Biska’s effective classroom control.  The banner, “Student of the Week,” was a great enabler praising special achievement per student per period.

A consummate educator, she paused often while explaining, directing, instructing  to inquire if any student may have been lost or could not follow; she would do anything – even dance – to bring him/ her along.  I recall her physical exegesis of the word “lithe” as, I’m certain do her protegés.  Because Ms Biska instructed five ninth grade English classes, her students ranged from honors to low level, from native speakers to sheltered, from the physically mature to the disabled.  Owing to this smorgasbord, the menu of educational potluck demanded a quality/ quantity design differential, which she easily adapted to each student.

Flexible and professional, Ms Biska evidenced superior willingness to implement constructive suggestions.  Generously, critically, yet always professionally, she participated in  the accompanying seminar and provided copies of her class contract, rules and letter to parents so that other members of the seminar  could emulate her templates of class beginnings.

In addition to her required  English curriculum, Ms Biska managed a Den.  Here, she counseled her pupils beyond the teaching curriculum.   In one lesson, her class was presented with an actual set of cum grades of a past class.  She guided them towards the epiphany how absences, tardies, work habits, cooperation impinged on achievement and that achievement success led to college entrance and that this, of course, may lead to success in life.  These ninth graders themselves possessed the keys to their own futures.

Involved in activities above and beyond and outside the normal class period, Ms Biska sponsored the Speech and Debate Society, not only meeting after school on Fridays, but on weekends and traveling with students out of town.  Also, she met with parents, gallantly preparing many for their first separation from their children.  


Elizabeth Biska - justly respected by students, rightly  admired by colleagues and properly praised by administrators-  I join the academic chorus lauding Lizzie, especially after having observed fifth and sixth periods on March 3, 2000.  Sunshine, warmth, original poetry bound in original books in room 71!  Kudos to the students and their muse!

The accomplishments of her mid-term evaluation catapulted Ms Biska to capturing the Student Teacher Candidate of the Year Award for spring 2000 at CSUN, adding more luster to a superlative educator.

Toiling in the vineyards of Oregon and on the icefloes of Alaska was indeed California’s loss.  I heartily endorse Ms Biska in any endeavor she chooses; she is a beacon of grace and light.

In addition to Ms Biska’s professional qualities, her sense of humor rates a ten plus and how about her personal ruggedness?  Abiding in the Alaskan wilderness after the Babylon fleshpots of southern California earns Elizabeth Biska  overqualification for any program in which she must adapt to different environments.

I have begged her to allow me to adopt her so I may point to her and savor, “That’s mine!” thereby insinuating my superiority.  Her successful life experiences will allow Ms Biska to teach us all for many reasons and seasons.  In her short life, she has.  And excellently!  Already she has bounded across space and time while embracing, enhancing, enchanting

while hauling and tending students with her. 

Elizabeth Biska has become a marquee teacher in California, Oregon and Alaska!

Effecting Ms Biska is, indeed, effecting eternity. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Liba Feuerstein

Supervisor in Secondary Education

California State University , Northridge

18111 Nordhoff St.

Northridge, CA  91325-9941


