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Natural resources like soil, water, forests, mountains and minerals directly do not contribute to anybody’s  employment. The work is created  in  utilization process of the aforesaid natural resources  in order to be useful  to the living beings particularly the human beings.

There are two methods of creation of such opportunities:

1. Direct exploitation of  forest produce, minerals, and  water etc.,

2. Transformation of available  natural resources in  production of  some thing useful through natural ( un-artificial) processes. 

Employment could be created both ways. In self employment process the difference is only of the dimension of work . While  production by masses  leads to self-employment , the mass-production  leads to organized industries  of bigger scale.

Natural resources, however, are very region specific. Not everything is available everywhere. At one place there could be stock of minerals but  it is possible that the  availability of water  or the forest-wealth  is very poor like in some parts of  Rajasthan.  In Himalayas , however, there can be better forest wealth and the water resources but  the soils might be poor and the minerals might be scanty. 

Comparing other geo-physical regions  with Bundelkhand we find here traditionally much better natural wealth in form of forest produce, fruits, grasses, herbs, and the timber, the minerals like granite, sand stones, bauxite, pyrophyllite & diaspore  and the diamonds, water-holding black fertile soils, normal rain-fall and   numerous perennial  water-streams and rich wild life.  The situation of this tract has slowly worsened during past century because of over-exploitation of everything. This happened more remarkably during the post-independence period .  Inspite of continuing destruction and over-exploitation of  the natural resources, worsening environmental  equilibrium, dwindling forests, damming of the rivers, undue extraction of stones , sand and the diamonds etc. and over-use of the ground water, this area is still much less polluted or deteriorated and  has a great potential of growth in future.

Banda particularly has rich soils, sand-stone and granite stock, numerous  valuable herbs, sufficient rain-fall  as well as perennial streams  which if proper;ly utilized, could create abundance in the society. The forests and the agriculture both  if combined fruitfully and judiciously  could create enough employment in the rural areas. All such employment as self-employment only.

Opportunities Ahead:

As briefly pointed out  direct exploitation of natural resources is a wasteful phenomena and is not appropriate for self-employment ventures. Wastage of forest , water or mineral resources is a suicidal action and is bound to  kill the very society  which does it. Water is  perpetual product of the forests which also enrich soils  and thus healthy agriculture  is the direct outcome of  a healthy forest  in surroundings. Agriculture, agro-processing,  horticulture, fruit processing, herbal collection and cultivation and its processing , animal-husbandry,  and utilisation  of wastes  etc. have potential to create sufficient self-employment in any area including Banda district. 

There are not many crafts  and that too not everywhere  which could employ rural people  particularly women / women’s groups  within a normal  village fully. After deforestation major economic activity of a village has turned out to be  related to agriculture and  animal husbandry only.  In areas where water is scarce normal agriculture is turning to be  un-economic  and with  its low output even animal rearing has become difficult.  

Diversification of agriculture is essential.  But that does not in any way mean chemicalization of agriculture.  With less available water of irrigation that is also an impossible choice.  Then what to do?

We have come to conclusion that  organic integrated farming  ( OIF) is only the alternative.  OIF  has potential  to  provide  employment to everybody. 

Organic Integrated Farming  ( OIF) :

All small or medium  sized farms  should be turned  as Organic Integrated Farms ( OIF’s). The farmer should plan  in such a comprehensive way that  he is able to produce enough food-grains for his family and create extra income by growing trees, fruit-and medicinal plants ,  herbs, spices and vegetables in a planned way  so that  rain-water , the available bio-mass, the earthworms and other microbes , the dung and agricultural residues are fruitfully  and optimally  utilized .  Tree plantation on the north- and south boundaries of each plot does not affect any other farmer  and if  all the farmers collectively plan and  individually work on their  farms, their  income can be multiplied  many times.  

Thus OIF should comprise of :

1. farming of food grains , 

2. horticulture  to provide  fruits, 

3. vegetable –and spices- farming,

4. Cultivation of medicinal plants as well as herbs, 

5. Tree-plantation to provide fodder, fertilizer and building –materials,

6. Processing  of food-grains, fruits, vegetables and herbs etc.

This could be associated with three related activities  which  complete the cycle of  rural economy . These are:

A).  Animal husbandry : rearing milk-giving cattles  and draught-animals,

B).  Productive utilisation of wastes  related to agriculture and animal   

       husbandry by way of bio-gas and  composts’ formation.

C). Organising marketing of the products  in nearby town/city bazaar or the urban/rural  consumers.

All the aforesaid activities  could be handled by rural women’s groups quite  successfully. 

Rural  entrepreneurship  is  more successful if  work is planned  collectively  because:

· Agricultural operations are largely labour-oriented ,seasonal and very sensitive to the climate.

· Production in bulk could easily be transferred to the market. The buyer  finds it easy to deal with a collective rather than individuals,

· Quality control could be better  ensured if work is done by the group rather than individually,

· Trainings and imparting technology- innovation is better with the groups,

· Bank-credit to the group could culturally be accepted rather than loan to individuals,

· Entire activities could be split in such way that each is handled by a group  while keeping the integrative character intact.

· The group savings  become  sizable and  can be of much help to any individual if  and as needed.

Activities could be such that some of them are single- village  based while some may need collective working at cluster level or  regional level.

Success could be easily achieved if the whole work is properly planned taking  all stakeholders  into confidence  and sincere  efforts are made to train rural people in underlying technologies and the procedures fully  and with transparency.
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